07 105 Chapter 208 – Appendix A

	Critical Natural Resources
	(
	N/A
	Page
	SPO Review

	Analysis and Key Issues

	1. Are existing regulations sufficient to protect the community’s critical natural resources threatened by development, overuse, or other activities?
	
	
	
	

	2. Are local shoreland zone standards consistent with state guidelines and with the standards on adjacent shorelands in neighboring towns?
	
	
	
	

	3. What non-regulatory measures can the community take to protect critical natural resources? Are there opportunities to partner with local or regional advocacy groups?
	
	
	
	

	4. Is there current regional cooperation or planning underway to protect shared critical natural resources?
	
	
	
	

	5. In what other areas will protection of critical natural resources advance comprehensive plan policies (e.g.  water resources, economy, recreation, agriculture and forestry, etc.)?  
	
	
	
	

	Comments:


	

	Conditions and Trends

	1. The community’s Comprehensive Planning Critical Natural Resources Data Set prepared and provided to the community by the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, Department of Environmental Protection, and the Office or their designees.
	
	
	
	

	2. A map or description of significant scenic areas and scenic views of local importance, and regional or statewide importance if available.
	
	
	
	

	Comments:


	

	Policies (minimum required to address State goals)

	1. To conserve critical natural resources in the community.
	
	
	
	

	2. To coordinate with neighboring communities and regional and state resource agencies to protect shared critical natural resources.  
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
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	Strategies (minimum required to address State goals)

	1. Amend local shoreland zone standards to meet current state guidelines.
	
	
	
	

	2. Designate critical natural resources as Critical Resource Areas in the Future Land Use Plan.  
	
	
	
	

	3. Through local land use ordinances, require subdivision or non-residential property developers to look for and identify critical natural resources that may be on site and to take appropriate measures to protect those resources, including but not limited to, modification of the proposed site design, construction timing, and/or extent of excavation.
	
	
	
	

	4. Through local land use ordinances, require the planning board (or other designated review authority) to incorporate maps and information provided by the Maine Beginning with Habitat program into their review process.
	
	
	
	

	5. Adopt natural resource protection practices and standards for construction and maintenance of public roads and properties and require their implementation by the community’s officials, employees, and contractors. 
	
	
	
	

	6. Initiate and/or participate in interlocal and/or regional planning, management and/or regulatory efforts around shared critical natural resources.
	
	
	
	

	7. Pursue public/private partnerships to protect critical natural resources such as through purchase of land or easements from willing sellers.
	
	
	
	

	8. Distribute or make available information to those living in or near critical natural areas about applicable local, state or federal regulations.
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
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