Important Child Care Issues to Consider When Writing Your Comprehensive Plan
Child Care Data Provided By: Lois Hancock, DHHS- Office of Child and Family Services, Early Childhood Services-Child Care and Head Start.  For more information contact lois.e.hancock@maine.gov or 624-7922
· Do the child care facilities (licensed child care centers and family child care homes) in the community and region have the capacity to accommodate the children of working parents at this time?  If not, Create a list of child care needs or develop a child care plan to meet current and future needs. Assign a committee or town official to explore ways of addressing the identified needs 
· Do the child care facilities (licensed child care centers and family child care homes) in the community and region have the capacity to accommodate projected changes in age groups or population growth in your community?  If not, maintain/upgrade existing child care facilities as necessary to meet current and future needs. 
· Is the child care affordable for young working families?  If not, is there subsidy available to help pay for child care for all parents who qualify?  What is the ratio of child care subsidy funds to the need for child care subsidy funds? 
· Is there quality child care available for parents who work nights or weekends? If not, work with public and private partners to extend the hours and availability of the child care facility network. 
· Do local zoning laws permit the establishment of family child care homes and child care centers in close proximity to residences and schools? If not, reduce barriers in zoning, permitting, etc. as needed. 
· Does your community prioritize use of city facilities, land, and funds for child care? and/or encourage other public entities to do so?  If not, rewrite existing policies or develop new ones. 
· Does your community assess the impact of large housing or business developments on child care resources? If not, connect child care with community development activities by giving consideration to child care needs during the developments approval process.  

· Does your community connect child care with the envisioned community development activities: housing, employment, transportation?  If not, Provide education to decision makers and the public regarding the need for child care and the importance of planning for it.

