FCHILD CARE SUPPLY AVAILABLE IN LOWELL
Definitions:   Child Care Centers Facilities licensed as a child care center serve more than three children under the age of 13 and are not a place of residence. The average child care center in Maine cares for 35 children. Centers often have a more structured schedule and children are grouped according to age. Child Care Centers usually follow regular work hours and may be closed for holidays. Staff in a center must be at least 18 years of age and a Center Director must have experience and/or an educational background in Early Care and Education. Yearly minimum training requirements, including CPR and First Aid, must be maintained by staff of the center.

Family Child Care Homes A licensed family child care provider can care for up to 8-12 children, depending on the children's ages and if there is additional help, in his or her home. The average family child care home in Maine cares for 11 children. Family Child Care Homes often have mixed age groups. Family Child Care Providers are required to take a 6 hour Getting Started in Family Child Care course offered through Regional Child Care Resource Development Centers before getting a license to care for children. Yearly minimum training requirements, including CPR and First Aid, must be maintained. If a person cares for only one or two children they are exempt from license requirements.

Quality Certificates The Office of Child Care and Head Start offers Quality Certificates to child care programs which are accredited by an approved accreditation agency and/or reviewed by Head Start Performance Standards. 
	
	
	Number of Centers
	Total Center Capacity.
	Number of Child Care Centers with a Quality Certificate.
	Total Quality Center Capacity.
	Percent of Child Care Center Capacity with a Quality Certificate.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lowell
	
	1
	46
	0
	0
	0%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Penobscot County
	
	70
	3170
	19
	736
	23.22%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Number of Family Child Care Homes
	Total Family Child Care Homes Capacity.
	Number of Family Child Care Homes with a Quality Certificate.
	Total Quality Family Child Care Home Capacity.
	Percent of Family Child Care Home Capacity with a Quality Certificate.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lowell
	
	1
	8
	0
	0
	0.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Penobscot County
	
	145
	1430
	15
	166
	11.66%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Capacity
	Total Quality Capacity

	
	
	

	Lowell
	54
	 0

	
	
	

	Penobscot County
	4600
	902
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