State of Maine
Department of Education
RFA# 202211180
INFORMATION SESSION
Restorative Practices for System Involved Youth in Maine Schools

The information session recording may be obtained by double clicking on the Zoom link below and entering the following password:
https://mainestate.zoom.us/rec/share/JEnp7p5Ig2IWXudcq5uchAClyHPn-i0_RrFOLhciMAC5hjBnCMQGiYcTPTAKeZA.7DXoVKNCjhOvDxYz?startTime=1669669316000
(passcode: 0kZ$vEgH)

The information session slides may be obtained by double clicking on the icon below:
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Welcome & Introductions



Bethany Cunningham

Project Manager & Grant Coordinator

Stacey Barlow

Restorative Practices Officer

Julie Smyth

Director, Office of School & Student Supports

Vic Viera

Restorative Justice Coordinator

Erin Frazier

State Director of Special Services and Inclusive Education birth to 22

Today's session will be recorded and posted at: https://www.maine.gov/dafs/bbm/procurementservices/vendors/grants

 







Important dates

November 15, 2022 - RFA released

November 28, 2022 - Informational session for interested parties, 4:00 p.m.



		December 1, 2022 - RFA question submittal deadline

		December 5, 2022 - RFA answers to questions posted publicly





December 15, 2022 - RFA submission deadline









Through this application, the Department intends to provide funding to Maine Schools to develop, implement, continue, and/or expand programs that facilitate the academic success of System Involved Youth consistent with the purpose of LD 756.

Specifically, the funding provided under this RFA process is to establish and/or expand:

		School-based restorative justice programs; 

		Mentoring services for juveniles involved in the juvenile legal system; and/or

		In collaboration with the Department of Labor, workforce development and educational or vocational programs for juveniles involved in the juvenile legal system.



 

Priority will be given to proposals that meet all three (3) of the above criteria, but funding can be provided to applications that only meet one (1) or two (2).

 

Through this RFA, the Department of Education is especially interested in creating partnerships with Maine schools for sustainable and consistent programming for system involved students to access the necessary skills to reduce recidivism and reach post-secondary transition goals that are specifically designed to fit the needs of the school.
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The following list provides some examples of activities that may be supported with these funds:



Collaborating with the Department and/or its Restorative Practices Office to develop a sustainable, multi-disciplinary approach including mental health services, safety & law enforcement personnel, restorative practices, mentors and career development. 

Providing specialized instructional support services (including violence prevention and counseling), referrals for such services, and activities to address the identified needs of individual at-risk and System Involved Youth.

Attracting, engaging, and retaining at-risk and System Involved Youths who are not enrolled in schools and programs provided to System Involved Youth.

Coordinating school services for at-risk and System Involved Youth with those of other agencies.

Expediting the evaluation of the needs of at-risk and System Involved Youth and their eligibility for specific programs and services.

Academically accredited professional development for school personnel to heighten their understanding of the needs of at-risk and System Involved Youth.









Allowed Activities        RFA page 5

The following activities are allowable under this funding:



Increasing capacity by hiring staff, dedicating resources, and/or planning partnerships with community stakeholders, among other strategies.

Identifying at-risk and System Involved Youth and to engage System Involved Youth and their families with resources in Restorative Practices, Mentoring Services and/or Workforce Development or Vocational Programs.

Establishing or expanding a long-term, sustainable process, to support System Involved Youth or prevent them from entering the system through Community and School programs.

Expenses necessary to facilitate the retention, and educational success of System Involved Youth.

As an example, this could include:

providing wraparound services (which would be provided in collaboration with the Department and/or its Restorative Practices Office)

contracts for mentoring, workplace development and/or vocational programs with community stakeholders

providing trauma-informed care, social-emotional support, mental health and/or addiction services



Overall, costs must be reasonable and necessary and align with the purpose of, and other requirements in, the LD 756 enactment.   







Awards 		RFA pages 5-6

The Department anticipates making multiple awards. The Department reserves the right to make awards at amounts less than that requested.



		The Department intends to issue awards up to a total of $1,000,000.



		If the amount of funding requested exceeds $1,000,000, then the awards will be issued based on Highest scoring applicants and then down the list by score.





		









Components for Scoring & Evaluation 	

RFA page 9

Eligibility Information



Project Narrative



 Needs Assessment



 Measurement of Outcomes



Budget & Budget Narrative







Application Components            RFA pages 10-13

		Application Cover Page

		Debarment, Performance and Non-Collusion Certificate

		Application

		Project Narrative



A complete and scoreable application for LD 756 Grant funding will include the following components. 







These documents will be scored with pass/fail scoring based on completion.  If there are any failures (e.g. documents not submitted or submitted but not fully completed), the application will not be scored. 



		Application Cover Page & General Assurances (application page 10)



		Debarment, Performance and Non-Collusion Certification (application page 11)



Application Components-

General Information                     RFA pages 10-11







The Project Narrative should clearly describe the intention to establish or expand restorative justice and practice initiatives, mentoring, and/or workforce development and educational or vocational programs in their school(s). 



The Narrative should describe how programming will create consistency

for system involved students.

Application Components-

Project Overview			RFA pages 9,12, 13

Identifying Need

Identify the characteristics and level of need and include any available supporting data.



Measurement

Explain how the plan will be measured and evaluated to determine outcomes.



Budget

Provide budget information and explanation of anticipated expenses and describe how plan provides a sustainable solution.







Application Components-



Project Narrative Continued    

RFA pages 12-13

		Identification of Need

		Include any available supporting data and details regarding number of students impacted by funds and utilization of school resources and any community stakeholders. 

		Examples of supporting data may include: 

		rate of in-school and out of school suspensions

		removal from classes 

		frequency or number of behavioral interventions

		detention rates

		number of MTSS Tier 3 identified students







		Outcomes

		Explain how plan will be evaluated and measured to identify effectiveness of plan and determine outcomes.







		Budget Narrative

		Provide explanation and detail of how the plan will utilize grant-supported funds to develop or expand a sustainable solution.

		Costs should be reasonable and justifiable for achieving high-quality programming and meeting program standards.



















Any School Administrative Unit (SAU) as defined under 20-A MRSA §1, 26, private school approved by the Department under 20-A M.R.S. Chapter 117, CTE Region as defined under 20-A MRSA Chapter 313, Subchapter 4, or the Education in the Unorganized Territory (EUT) that currently operates a school with middle and/or high-school aged students and works with at-risk and/or System Involved Youth is eligible to apply for the funding under this RFA.

 

Eligible entities can work together to submit one (1) combined application but must indicated one (1) entity as the fiscal agent for the proposal.





The Department anticipates making multiple awards. 







Eligibility to Submit Bids & Awards

RFA pages 4-5







Any person aggrieved by the award decision that results from this Request for Applications may appeal the decision to the Director of the Bureau of General Services in the manner prescribed in 5 MRSA § 1825-E and 18-554 Code of Maine Rules, Chapter 120.



The appeal must be in writing and filed within 15 calendar days of receipt of notification of contract award to:



	



Director of the Bureau of General Services

9 State House Station

Augusta, Maine, 04333-0009 







Submitting Questions about the RFA 

		Any questions must be submitted by e-mail to the Grant Coordinator by December 1, 2022 at 11:59 p.m. local time - Bethany.Cunningham@maine.gov

		Submitted Questions must include the subject line: 



	“RFA# 202211180 Questions”

		The Department assumes no liability for assuring accurate/complete/on time e-mail transmission and receipt.

  

		Question & Answer Summary: 



Responses to all questions will be compiled in writing and posted on the following website:

https://www.maine.gov/dafs/bbm/procurementservices/vendors/grants

It is the responsibility of all interested parties to go to this website to obtain a copy of the Question & Answer Summary

Only those answers issued in writing on this website will be considered binding.







Amendments to the RFA               RFA page 7

		All amendments (if any) released in regard to this Request for Applications will be posted on the following website: 



https://www.maine.gov/dafs/bbm/procurementservices/vendors/grants



		It is the responsibility of all interested parties to go to this website to obtain amendments.

		Only those amendments posted on 



this website are considered binding.

		Amendments must be posted 7 days before proposals are due.









Submitting your Application

Applications must be received by December 15, 2022 at 11:59 p.m. local time.  	Applications received after the 11:59 p.m. deadline will be ineligible for 	award consideration for that annual application enrollment period.



Submission Instructions: 

Applications are to be submitted to the State of Maine Division of Procurement Services, via email, to Proposals@maine.gov.

Only applications received by e-mail will be considered.  The Department assumes no liability for assuring accurate/complete e-mail transmission and receipt.

E-mails containing links to file sharing sites or online file repositories will not be accepted as submissions.  Only e-mail applications that have the actual requested files attached will be accepted.

Encrypted e-mails received which require opening attachments and logging into a proprietary system will not be accepted as submissions. 

File size limits are 25MB per e-mail.  Applicants may submit files separately across multiple e-mails, as necessary, due to file size concerns. All e-mails and files must be received by the due date and time listed above.

Applicants are to insert the following into the subject line of their email submission: “RFA# 202211180 Application Submission – [Applicant’s Name]”

Applications are to be submitted as a single, typed, PDF or WORD file and must include pages 9-13 of this RFA document.







Scoring Weights & Process               RFA page 9

The Grant Review Team will use a consensus approach to evaluate and score all sections listed below. Members of the review team will not score those sections individually but, instead, will arrive at a consensus as to assignment of points for each of those sections.

		Scoring Criteria		Points Available

		
Part I – Eligibility (A)
Is either a 
A SAU as defined under 20-A MRSA §1, 26; 
Private school approved by the Department, under 20-A M.R.S. Chapter 117; 
CTE Region as defined under 20-A MRSA Chapter 313, Subchapter 4; or 
Schools in the Education in the Unorganized Territory (EUT)   
 
AND 
 
Currently operates a school with Middle and/or High-School aged students that works with at-risk and/or System Involved Youth. 
 		Pass/Fail

		Part II – Project Narrative (B)
 		30

		Part III – Needs Assessment (C)		25

		Part IV – Measurement of Outcomes (D)		10

		Part V – Budget & Budget Narrative (E)		 

		Budget is reasonable and justifiable for accomplishing set goals		25

		The project represents using funds to establish or expand a sustainable program		10

		Total Available Points		100



































Thank You for Attending

Grant Coordinator: 

Bethany Cunningham,

Bethany.Cunningham@maine.gov 
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Overview of Grant Opportunity  RFA page 4




Overview of Grant Opportunity Continued
RFA page 4











