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STATE OF MAINE REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS
RFA SUBMITTED QUESTIONS & ANSWERS SUMMARY
	RFA NUMBER AND TITLE:
	202003056 - Grants for Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Projects Watershed-Based Plan Implementation

	RFA ISSUED BY:
	DEP - Bureau of Water Quality

	SUBMITTED QUESTIONS DUE DATE:
	Each year, submitted questions are due by 11:59 p.m. on the  1st Monday in May

	QUESTION & ANSWER SUMMARY ISSUED:
	April 1, 2020

	APPLICATION SUBMISSION DUE DATE:
	3rd Friday in May, No later than 11:59 p.m.

	APPLICATION SUBMISSIONS DUE TO:
	Proposals@maine.gov

	Unless specifically addressed below, all other provisions and clauses of the RFP remain unchanged.




Provided on the following pages are submitted written questions received and the Department’s answers
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	Question #
	Question
	Answer

	1
	Representing ASYCC and Square Pond IA, we had been scheduled to present before the Select boards in both Acton and Shapleigh to request support and commitment for the grant application but due to Covid-19, town meetings are not being held.  From what I understand, towns are not able to make decisions through email, phone calls etc. and therefore are unable to vote on supporting grant applications.  Will there be any leniency/consideration given to grant applications for the lack of town/partner commitment letters?
	Due to COVID-19 related disruptions and uncertainties, DEP recognizes that towns and other partners may not be able to meet, make decisions and/or provide firm commitments prior to the submission date*. Given these extenuating circumstances, DEP encourages applicants to consider the following in preparing grant applications.   

a. Although applicants often opt to submit letters of commitment from key project partners, please note that such letters are not required as part of the grant application (see RFA Part IV.B.7. on page 17). 

b. Applicants are encouraged to describe any COVID-19 related obstacles related to preparing the application so this information can be considered and factored into the grant evaluation process (e.g., Town was unable to meet to vote on project support). Depending on the nature of the obstacle, this information may be provided as an application attachment or in a relevant section of the work plan. 

c. If firm commitments cannot be provided by partners, consider other ways to demonstrate the likelihood of partner support. For example, applicants may describe a partner’s contribution to a previous grant phase to signal their likely continued support. Also, although the RFA states that “general letters of support for a project are discouraged,” a general letter of support that also expresses the intent to meet and decide upon commitments may be a valuable addition to the application. 

In summary, applicants are encouraged to provide sufficient details and information in their applications to help the Evaluation Team understand their circumstances and likelihood of local support.

* Note - Public meetings may continue to be conducted remotely in some Maine towns as per M.R.S. §403-A. 

	2
	When you helped us with the North Pond watershed plan, you inserted information on some 319 grant work AVCOG did in our area between 1997 and 2003. I checked my files, and it doesn’t look like you provide me with any documents, just the wording in the plan. I would appreciate any documentation you might have on that work.
	Information about past DEP-funded grant projects can be found in a few different ways. DEP has uploaded two-page summaries of most of its Section 604b and 319 grant projects that started after 2000 to the Gulf of Maine KnowledgeBase database. To search for projects, go to http://www.gulfofmaine.org/kb/ and enter the water body name under the Search Term under on the right side of the page. (You can also enter the grantee organization, town or other identifying words.) 

These two-page summaries are also located in DEP’s NPS Program Annual Reports. The 2013 – 2018 annual reports are located at https://www.maine.gov/dep/water/grants/319-documents/reports/. Finally, you can contact the grantee organization that managed the project for more information.

	3
	My question is whether there is any possibility of extending the period for submitting applications beyond the current May 15, 2020, due date.  Given the difficult circumstances related to the coronavirus epidemic, coordination among partners and preparation of materials is going to be hampered.  
	At this time, DEP is not planning to extend the application submission deadline. Some of the Section 319 funding for selected projects must be used in just over two years. Due to the compressed timeframe for projects, we see the need to stay on track with the RFA schedule. If we do not receive enough quality proposals, DEP may consider releasing a second RFA at a later date. 
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