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STATE OF MAINE REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS
RFA SUBMITTED QUESTIONS & ANSWERS SUMMARY
	RFA NUMBER AND TITLE:
	202304093 – Stronger Connections Grant Program

	RFA ISSUED BY:
	Department of Education

	INFORMATIONAL MEETING LOCATION:
	Virtual via Zoom

	INFORMATIONAL MEETING DATE/TIME:
	May 18, 2023 at 4pm

	SUBMITTED QUESTIONS DUE DATE:
	May 24, 2023, no later than 11:59 p.m., local time

	QUESTION & ANSWER SUMMARY ISSUED:
	May 31, 2023

	PROPOSAL DUE DATE:
	June 28, 2023, no later than 11:59 p.m., local time

	PROPOSALS DUE TO:
	Proposals@maine.gov


Provided below are submitted written questions received and the Department’s answer.

	1
	RFA Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	RFA Eligibility to Submit Applications, page 5
	Are Charter schools excluded?

	
	Answer

	
	Maine Public Charter Schools are eligible to apply provided they meet the other eligibility criteria.


	2
	RFA Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	RFA Eligibility to Submit Applications, page 5
	Is the Stronger Connections Grant Program open to Town Academies?

	
	Answer

	
	The Stronger Connections Grant Program is open to School Administrative Units as described in 20-A M.R.S.A §1, 26 or 20-A M.R.S.A Chapter 112, or a school in the unorganized territory under 20-A M.R.S.A Chapter 119.
Non-public schools are eligible for an equitable share or may submit a request for funds with an SAU’s application. Non-public schools are not required to provide their own high needs criteria for eligibility. Non-public schools qualify for funding provided the SAU with which they’re applying meets all eligibility criteria. 


	3
	RFA Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	RFA Activities & Requirements, 
pages 7-8
	Can an application include multiple strands; for example, one strand to develop and fund a family-school partnership, another to fund structural hardware and improvements for school safety?

	
	Answer

	
	Yes. Grant recipients under the Stronger Connections Grant Program may leverage awarded funds to support programs and activities that align with one or more allowable activities.


	4
	RFA Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	
	We have grant funding for counseling services that will end this year (efforts are being made to continue funding another year). Would a request for funds to continue the counseling services be considered an allowable use?

	
	Answer

	
	A request to support continuation of grant funded counseling services is an allowable use provided funds are not used prior to the previous grant ending and provided the services have not been incorporated into local school budget funding for the SAU. 


	5
	RFA Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	RFA Activities & Requirements, 

pages 7-8
	We are currently funding an after school tutoring and enrichment program with ESSER 3, which will end in spring 2024. Would a request for funds to expand the program scope and enable it to continue past spring 2024 be considered an allowable use?

	
	Answer

	
	A request for funds to expand the scope of existing programming is considered an allowable use provided the programming contributes to the allowable uses detailed in the RFA: School Climate Improvement, Mental Health and/or Social Emotional Learning, School Safety & Emergency Preparedness. 


	6
	RFA Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	RFA Eligibility to Submit Applications, page 5
	Are SAUs required to notify non-public schools in their district of this grant opportunity?

	
	Answer

	
	An eligible SAU applying for this grant must consult with appropriate private school officials before the SAU makes any decision that affects the opportunities of eligible private school children and educators to participate (ESEA section 8501(c)(3)). 
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