Robert (Chip) and Sandra (Sandy) Drysdale

4729 Stevens Drive
Sarasota, FL 34234

April 11, 2024

Melanie Loyzim

Commissioner

State of Maine

Department of Environmental Protection

DEP-Hydropower@maine.gov 




RE:
Green Lake WQC

DEP Application #L-020024-33-D-N





Green Lake Hydroelectric Project





(FERC Project No. 7189)

Dear Ms. Loyzim:


I am a Property Owner, 12 Crawfish Way, Ellsworth, ME on Green Lake.  My family has been coming to Green Lake since 1984, purchased our camp in 1995.   As members of the Green Lake Association we take great pride in maintaining the purity of the lake’s ecosystem.

I oppose the conditions included in the draft Water Quality Certificate circulated on March 14, 2024, conditions 3F-H, that would require the construction of upstream fish passage facilities in the future based on activities at the Ellsworth Dam.  

Green Lake is a unique cold water lake with a native population of arctic charr and landlocked salmon.  The lake supports many other species as well.  There is the wildlife to consider -  Loons, Merganser ducks, Eagles just to name a few.  This disruption, this drastic change to such a delicate ecosystem is inconsistent with the preservation of wildlife. 
This project does not comply with the National Fish and Wildlife Service’s Mission Statement “The mission of the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) is to work with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, and plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people.”    

Also, the Maine DEP website states:

“The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is responsible for protecting and restoring Maine’s natural resources and enforcing the state’s environmental laws.

Legislative mandate directs DEP to prevent, abate and control the pollution of the air, water and land. The charge is to preserve, improve and prevent diminution of the natural environment of the State. The Department is also directed to protect and enhance the public’s right to use and enjoy the State’s natural resources. The Department administers programs, educates and makes regulatory decisions that contribute to the achievement of this mission.”

Green Lake has been a natural resource for over 100 years.  The ecosystem is established and the Association take great pains to maintain this resource.  It is not appropriate to order fish passage before determining whether fish passage makes sense for Green Lake.  Upstream fish passage could introduce invasive species and upset the delicate ecosystem that currently thrives in the lake.  In addition, I am concerned that these conditions could render hydroelectric generation and operation of the project uneconomic.  

The Green Lake Water Power (GLWP) has been a good neighbor and excellent steward of the resource.  I believe that GLWP should continue to operate its project in order to generate hydroelectric energy – a renewable resource – and provide the many significant recreational and aesthetic benefits that GLWP provides today.  

Thank you for your consideration.







Sincerely,







Sandy Drysdale

Cc:  State Representative. (D-Ellsworth). James.Worth@legislature.maine.gov P.O. Box 1137, Ellsworth, ME 04605. Contact: (207) 812-1787
State Senator  (D-Ellsworth)  Nicole.Grohoski@legislature.maine.gov
