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MacNeil, Jami

From: MacNeil, Jami
Sent: Monday, November 08, 2021 8:09 AM
To: Jim Rigassio
Subject: RE: application #L-20386-4P-P-N - public comments
Attachments: RE: SHM Rockland LLC - public comments - Smith

Hi Mr. Rigassio,  
 
Thank you for your additional comments, they will be added to the file and considered during the remainder of our 
review.  The Department anticipates issuing a decision on the project within the next few weeks. 
 
Another commenter previously raised concern about inadequate dinghy space for Safe Harbor customers, and Mr. 
Sabatini provided a response.  Because you specifically mentioned a similar concern, I have attached the response for 
your information.   
 
Your other concerns are noted.  Issues of visual impact, noise, and water quality do fall under the scope of the NRPA and 
are a part of our review.  The issue of whether the grant should have been awarded and how it will be spent is not under 
the DEP’s purview.  I will ask the applicant to respond regarding the suggested alternative of using the Dragon Cement 
pier.   
 
Sincerely, 
Jami 
 
-Jami MacNeil (she/her) 
Environmental Specialist III  
Bureau of Land Resources  
Maine Department of Environmental Protection 
(207) 446-4894  |  jami.macneil@maine.gov  
 

From: Jim Rigassio <jrigassio38@gmail.com>  
Sent: Saturday, October 30, 2021 6:41 PM 
To: MacNeil, Jami <Jami.MacNeil@maine.gov> 
Subject: application #L-20386-4P-P-N - public comments 
 

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of the State of Maine Mail System. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Thank you for extending the deadline for public comments on application #L-20386-4P-P-N. 
  
Wonderful to see the city of Rockland work with Safe Harbor this past spring to remove overgrown trees and 
bushes along the water's edge to restore the public’s visual access to the harbor.  Exciting  that after more 
than a decade of neglected landscaping by the previous owner, the public can once again walk down Ocean 
Street and visually connect with the harbor. 
  
Summer 2021 brought a new visual fence: Four- and five-storey cruise ships and private yachts using the Safe 
Harbor docks.  The public’s water view became a view of cruise ships and giant yachts.  Then came the tour 
busses parked alongside the public beach in a residential neighborhood, staged to take cruise ship passengers 
to other coastal destinations.  Waiting buses that idled for extended periods of time to provide air conditioned 
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comfort for the tourists simultaneously caused discomfort to Rockland residents and visitors using the adjacent 
public beach. 
  
Two additional issues to raise relate to the conflicting goals of the federal grant and the proposed project: First, 
the $1 million grant to improve the public’s access to the water would not benefit the general public. Safe 
Harbor’s clients are large yacht owners, and not the general boating public.  Their activities put an additional 
burden on existing public resources.  For example, during 2021, Safe Harbor rented moorings at double the 
rate charged by the harbormaster, and when Safe Harbor failed to provide adequate dinghy dock space for 
their clients, the town’s public landing quickly became overcrowded with dinghys. 
  
Second, the $1 million federal grant for expanding the Safe Harbor facilities in Rockland includes the addition 
of pumps for fuel and waste.  While we all hope that precautions are taken for diesel fuel to go in boats and 
human waste to come out without spilling, accidents do happen.  Large boats also have bilge pumps that pump 
brackish and often contaminated water from the bilge and engine rooms directly into the water. The proposed 
docks on the east side of the existing pier would subject the town beach where residents and visitors regularly 
swim to unfiltered bilge pump discharge on a regular basis, and the occasional contamination from fuel and 
waste spills.   
  
Here’s my idea for how Rockland and Safe Harbor can work together again towards a solution for everyone: 
Dragon Cement stops shipping their products by sea next year and decommissions their deeper-water pier in 
Rockland’s South End.  Rockland and Safe Harbor work with Dragon Cement to convert the barge pier to the 
better location for docking cruise ships and large yachts.  Smaller boats can use the existing Safe Harbor 
facility in the inner harbor without crowding the inner harbor and obstructing the public’s visual access to the 
water. The need to dredge would be reduced or eliminated, and the swimmers at the public beach don’t have 
to worry about the proximity of the large ships and won’t hear the noise of the tour buses that service the cruise 
ships. 
  
It is good news that Rockland has become an attractive destination for boaters. We need to make sure harbor 
development benefits both transient boaters and permanent residents alike. 
 

Jim Rigassio 
9 Suffolk St. 
Rockland, ME 04841 
207-691-0750 
jrigassio38@gmail.com 
 

 


