
Footnotes
* The Secretary of State’s office is notified, Weekly 
Newspaper ad. posted on DOE website, notice in the 
DOE Newsroom, email blast (priority notice). 
** If the changes are substantial, APA requires the 
DOE provide a second comment period on the pro-
posed rule with the change. The comment period must 
be at least 30 days. The process continues until the 
DOE is prepared to move forward. 

Rule Drafting
Proposed rules or rule changes are 
drafted by the DOE, based on 
conversations, data, and research.

Public Hearing & 
Comments Collected
Comments are collected 
before the deadline 
either via U.S. mail, 
email, or at the time of 
the hearing orally or in 
writing. All comments 
are carefully considered. 

Vote & Resolve
Legislature passes a resolve. 

Governor Signs

Conceptual Discussions
If appropriate, DOE will 
engage stakeholders in 
conceptual discussions. 

Notice of Proposed Changes
The DOE provides notice of the 
proposed rule or rule changes. 
Hearing date and comment dead-
lines are then set.*

Additional Rule Changes
The DOE makes changes to 
the proposed rule based on 
the comments received.**

Provisional Adoption
The DOE adopts the rule provi-
sionally, and the rule is submitted 
to the Legislature for review. 

Legislative Review
Committee holds a public hearing 
and one or more work sessions. 

Key

Major Substantive Rules

Routine Technical Rules

Opportunities for Stakeholder Input

Standard Steps

Under the Administrative Procedures 
Act (APA), after a proposed rule or rule change 
is drafted, there is a clear set of steps which must 
be followed for the two types of rules that can be 
proposed: Routine Technical and Major Substan-
tive. This process is governed by the Administra-
tive Procedures Act (MRS Title 5, Chapter 375 
§8071).

Getting Involved in the Rulemaking Process

Attorney General 
Review

The Office of the 
Attorney General 
reviews the rule.  

Rule Adoption

The DOE adopts the 
rule. The process is over.

Either the DOE 
adopts the rule, the 
rule is adopted with 
changes, or the rule is 
not adopted. 

Legislation Passed 
or Rule Opened


