
Resources for Teaching
about Thanksgiving

Indigenous Resources:
● Indigenous Rights Radio -We Are Still Here (MashpeeWampanoag)
● In Our Words: An Indigenous Story of Thanksgiving | Discovery Education

(Wampanoag)
● History and Culture of the MashpeeWampanoag (MashpeeWampanoag Tribal

Government Website)
● Haudenosaunee Thanksgiving Address - Maine-Wabanaki REACH -

(Haudenosaunee Thanksgiving Address)
● Epic link to The First Blade of Sweetgrass
● The History of Thanksgiving from the Native American Perspective
● (Native Hope blog)
● Myths of the First Thanksgiving | CAI (podcast-Wamponoag)

National Museumof the American Indian (NMAI) Resources:
● The “First Thanksgiving” HowCanWe Tell a Better Story? (NEW)
● NMAI Harvest Ceremony Guide (educator’s guide- Wampanoag)
● NMAI American Indian Perspectives- (teaching poster- Haudenosaunee, Hupa,

Inupiaq, Lakota, Muscogee, Navajo, Pueblo, Tohono O'odham, Wampanoag,
Yakama)

● Rethinking Thanksgiving Celebrations: Native Perspectives on Thanksgiving |
Helpful Handout Educator Resource (article with activities and resources)

Indigenous Food:
● Chef Makes It His Mission To Preserve Indigenous Cuisine (NBC News story):

○ Comments on Thanksgiving by Sean Sherman at his award-winning
restaurant , a groundbreaking mission to preserve Sean Sherman also
known as the “Sioux Chef'' only prepares food that pre-dates European
settlers.

● Sean Sherman: Why aren't there more Native American restaurants? | TED Talk

https://rights.culturalsurvival.org/we-are-still-here-message-unity-thanksgiving
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/0e009de9-4e98-4342-aa3e-bef519542550
https://mashpeewampanoagtribe-nsn.gov/culture
https://www.wabanakireach.org/haudenosaunee_thanksgiving_address
https://www.getepic.com/book/91604174/braiding-sweetgrass-for-young-adults-indigenous-wisdom-scientific-knowledge-and-the-teachings-of-plants?utm_source=t2t&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=content&share=11327078292
https://blog.nativehope.org/what-does-thanksgiving-mean-to-native-americans
https://www.capeandislands.org/show/the-point/2019-11-21/myths-of-the-first-thanksgiving#stream/0
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/Thanksgiving/
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/resources/Harvest-Ceremony
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/resources/American-Indian-Perspectives-on-Thanksgiving
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/informational/rethinking-thanksgiving
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/informational/rethinking-thanksgiving
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DOk3Cohhb4M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vrui-OctNEk


● Thanksgiving | Native Americans | OneWord | (Cut invites people from different
groups to weigh in with one word

Non-Indigenous Resources:
● Native educators say Thanksgiving lessons can be accurate, respectful, and still

fun—here’s how (USA today article w/links to lessons for all grades)
● 5Ways to Teach and Celebrate Thanksgiving in the Classroom (VISTA higher

learning)
● Culturally responsive ways to teach thanksgiving (Edutopia- grades 5-12)
● Get the story straight - Honor Indigenous history - Lift Native voices -

Acknowledge the Land. (Classroom for Change Educator’s Guide)
● Thanksgiving from an Indigenous Perspective | Smithsonian Voices | National

Museum of the American Indian Smithsonian Magazine
● Teaching Kids the True Meaning of Thanksgiving | Tinkergarten
● Keepunumuk: Weeâchumun's Thanksgiving Story Read Aloud Kid's Book-

(Youtube, Print, PreK-6)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jGc34FeFqH0
https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/native-educators-say-thanksgiving-lessons-can-be-accurate-respectful-and-still-fun-heres-how
https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/native-educators-say-thanksgiving-lessons-can-be-accurate-respectful-and-still-fun-heres-how
https://vhlblog.vistahigherlearning.com/5-ways-to-teach-and-celebrate-thanksgiving-in-the-classroom.html
https://www.edutopia.org/article/culturally-responsive-ways-to-teach-thanksgiving#:~:text=These%20resources%20include%20a%20study,environment%2C%20community%2C%20encounters%2C%20and%20innovations
https://classroomforchange.com/a-teachers-guide-to-teaching-thanksgiving-responsibly/
https://classroomforchange.com/a-teachers-guide-to-teaching-thanksgiving-responsibly/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/blogs/national-museum-american-indian/2022/11/23/thanksgiving-from-an-indigenous-perspective/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/blogs/national-museum-american-indian/2022/11/23/thanksgiving-from-an-indigenous-perspective/
https://tinkergarten.com/blog/how-to-honor-the-real-story-of-thanksgiving-with-kids?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=thankful-nonearby-np
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r4kxFJFj6BQ&ab_channel=ReadinginaVirtualWorld

