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Welcome to the summer edition of the Maine 
Liaison.  We hope all of you are staying healthy 
and safe while the rest of the Nation flocks to 
our home State for the best time of year!   
 
As our profession has reached July 1, 2024, we 
want to remind you of the statutory requirement 
under LD 1613 for Law En-
forcement Officers engaged in 
traffic enforcement to collect 
driver demographic data at the 
conclusion of each traffic stop. 
 

The image shown is the most 
current version of E-stop de-
veloped to capture these data 
fields after each traffic stop.  
These data points are required 
for both summons and warn-
ings.  For Agencies not using 

E-stop, we’ve heard from the Attorney General’s 
Office about their desire to work with Law En-
forcement Administrators to collect the driver de-
mographic data in different platforms such as 
CAD templates for data drops as well as other 
Excel style templates.  We will share those par-
ticulars once they are released. 

(Continued on page 2) 



 

Training Objectives include:  

• In-depth discussion about Cannabis and its different forms, legal status, and legislative history.  
• A suggested “enhanced” SFST Protocol for detecting cannabis impairment roadside as well as cannabis-impaired driving       

Investigation techniques including:  
  o Field Sobriety Techniques and exercises  

  o Behaviors commonly observed in people  Impaired by cannabis  

  o Investigation and documentation suggestions for best practices  
• Chemical testing issues in drug-impaired driving investigations  
• Building a cannabis-impaired driving court case.  
• Case Law updates • Hands-on Green Lab with Volunteers Cannabis Consumers  
  o In compliance with state marijuana possession laws, we present a “green” lab designed for officers to practice 

  impairment detection skills on volunteers dosed with known amounts of cannabis and alcohol. This will provide 

  the attendees with a gauge of the reliability of their detection skills. The lab is run by civilian instructors.  
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If you are interested in using E-stop, please call or email Jim or I anytime.  We have found ways to 
limit costs for implementation and can provide an in-house familiarization of the program for any 
member of your organization.   
 

We’re trying very hard to integrate this new Legislative directive into our enforcement efforts with as 
little friction as possible to the LEO.  High Visibility Enforcement remains one of the most effective 
ways to deter risky driving behaviors. Often a summons is required over a warning to sustain good 
driving habits.  Our request on behalf of the Bureau of Highway Safety is not to allow this new driver 
demographic data collection to dampen the HVE missions across our State.  We are the thin blue 
line charged with the duty to hold the aggressive and risky drivers accountable so the rest of us can 
remain safe on Maine’s roadways.      

v/R Jim & Pat 

(Continued from page 1) 

 Your LEL Contacts 

                                                               

James Willis 

James.K.Willis@Maine.Gov  207-460-6040 

 

Patrick Hood 

Patrick.Hood@Maine.Gov  207-975-0423 

 



 

Investigation of Maine Cannabis Law        
Violations CLASS DATES 
 
Sep 23: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Dirigo Safety LLC 
95 Main Street 3rd Floor 
Auburn, ME, 04210 

Price: FREE - This course is sponsored by the Office 
of Cannabis Policy 
Available in-person or via Zoom. 
 
 
Oct 29: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Dirigo Safety LLC 
95 Main Street 3rd Floor 
Auburn, ME, 04210 

Price: FREE - This course is sponsored by the Office 
of Cannabis Policy 
Available in-person or via Zoom. 

 

Access our full train-

ing schedule by 

clicking this LINK 

 

Maine has ten new Drug Recognition Ex-

perts! When police officers arrest a person 

for driving under the influence, and a breath 

test shows it isn't alcohol alone causing the 
impairment, Drug Recognition Experts are 

called in to determine if the person is im-

paired by drugs, and if so, what type of 

drug. They're highly trained and an invalua-

ble resource in the fight against impaired 

driving.  

(Continued on page 6) 

Updates From 
 

 

Impaired Driving Enforcement Training Unit 

Fundamentals of 
an OUI Investiga-
tion. 
 

September 9, 2024 

0800-1600 

Lunch is provided! 
 

 

Knox County Emergency 
Management Agency 
301 Park Street 
Rockland, Maine, 

Price: FREE - This class is 
sponsored by the Maine Bu-
reau of Highway Safety. 

https://dirigosafety.com/training/cannabis-liaison-training/
https://dirigosafety.com/training/cannabis-liaison-training/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/95+Main+Street+3rd+Floor+Auburn+ME
https://www.google.com/maps/place/95+Main+Street+3rd+Floor+Auburn+ME
https://dirigosafety.com/law-enforcement-training/law-enforcement-upcoming-training-schedule/
https://dirigosafety.com/law-enforcement-training/law-enforcement-upcoming-training-schedule/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/301+Park+Street+Rockland+Maine
https://www.google.com/maps/place/301+Park+Street+Rockland+Maine


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chemist Corner 
 

MAINE CDC-DHHS: 
 HEALTH & ENVIRONMENTAL TESTING LABORATORY: 

FORENSIC CHEMISTRY SECTION: TOXICOLOGY 

General Health & Environmental Testing Lab (HETL) Updates:  

 May 3rd, 2024 was Lauren Nikach’s last day. She has taken a position as a DNA Analyst 

with Maine’s Crime Lab. Ellen will be serving as Toxicology Supervisor, acting Forensic La-

boratory Director & acting Seized Drug Supervisor until these positions are filled.  

 June 1st, 2024, HETL is implementing a Seized Drug Case Activation System. HETL shall still 

be accepting all Seized Drug evidence, but the submission of a Seized Drug Case Acti-

vation Form by a prosecutor is required for a case to be tested. 

(Seized Drug Testing department has a significant backlog that we are not able to reduce given our staffing levels. The 

implementation of this system is going into place due to absolute necessity.) 

 Intoxylizer 9000s 

 15 instruments have already been distributed to York/Cumberland county 

 15 more instruments are being validated (Validate->Final approval->Distribute into field) 

 All the 8000s HETL receives in exchange for a new 9000 will be used as band aids to provide coverage to 

sites that do not have an operational 8000.  

 Plan for future, receive two groups of 15 instruments to validate per year (total of 30 per year) until all 

8000s are phased out.  

 

Interesting Toxicology Statistic: taken from Summary of 2023 data of blood alcohol and drug testing:  



The Bureau of Highway Safety 

Coordinators     UPDATES 
      

       FROM 

 

Grant Funded Equipment 
 
If your Agency has received equipment such as lap-

top computers, in-car camera systems, radars, la-

sers, etc. from the Bureau of Highway Safety as part 
of a past grant and its no longer in service, check 

with your LEL’s who may be able to rehome the 

item or properly recycle those items. 

 

 
2024 Maine Driver Educator Summit 

 
 

AAA Northern New England, The Maine Bureau of Motor Vehicles and The Maine Bureau of 
Highway Safety are excited to bring together national, local and regional leaders in traffic safety and 
driver education for the first statewide driver educator summit. This is an opportunity to come to-
gether and share information that is a valuable part of our continued education. Learn about new 
products, teaching methods and the latest trends to keep our next generation of drivers safe. 
 
This is a free event and is an opportunity to come together and share information that is a valuable 
part of our continued education. Lunch and breakfast will be provided. 
 
This is approved for 8 hours of continued education by the Maine Bureau of 
Motor Vehicles. 
 
Monday, September 23 | 8:30am - 4:00pm 
Holiday Inn By the Bay 
88 Spring Street, Portland ME 04101 
Please register in advance to attend. 

 

Forensic Phlebotomy  
 
If a Law Enforcement Officer in your Agency needs to 

reach a Forensic Phlebotomist, the most current list of 

those trained professionals can be found HERE. 

 
For more information about the Forensic Phlebotomy 

program, please contact Kasey.Theriault@Maine.gov. 

 
Click HERE to view and share 

NHTSA’s powerful speeding  cam-

paign message targeted from July 

10 through July 31, 2024. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2024-maine-driver-educator-summit-tickets-909952230617?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.maine.gov/dps/bhs/law-enforcement/forensic-phlebotomy-program
https://www.nhtsa.gov/campaign/speeding-catches-up-with-you


 

 
Our new DREs hail from the Saco Police Department, Brewer Police Department, Rockport Maine Police 

Department, Presque Isle Police Department, Ellsworth Police Department, Portland Maine Police Depart-

ment, Bar Harbor Mount Desert Police Department, Brunswick, Maine Police Department and Game War-

dens with Maine Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife. 
 

Their training was supported and funded by Maine Bureau of Highway Safety, which included a short trip to 
Florida, where they were able to complete their field certifications and certification exam in just three days, 

returning to Maine fully certified. 

 
Maine has only 89 DREs statewide; applications are being accepted now for our 2025 school in February. 

Please contact Don Finnegan at MCJA for information at edwin.d.finnegan@maine.gov  

(Continued from page 3) 

Introducing Blossom Thao as the New Maine State Co-
ordinator for SADD: 
 
Blossom Thao brings a decade of experience in Higher 
Education to her new role as the Maine State Coordina-
tor for Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD). 
Her expertise in Residential Life and Student Affairs, in-
cluding her tenure as the Director of Residential Life and 
Student Activities at Maine Maritime Academy, has 
equipped her with invaluable skills in crisis manage-
ment, mediation, and navigating difficult conversations. 
Blossom has a proven track record of responding to stu-
dent crises related to alcohol, drug use, sexual assault, 
harassment, and hospitalizations. 
 
At SADD, Blossom is excited to shift her focus from inter-
vention to prevention, aiming to educate young adults 
before they reach college to prevent costly mistakes. By 

connecting stakeholders across 
Maine to students, she hopes to 
foster a community committed 
to safe and healthy decision-
making. 
 
About SADD: 
Students Against Destructive Deci-
sions (SADD) is a national organization dedicated to em-
powering young people to successfully confront the 
risks and pressures that challenge them throughout 
their daily lives. SADD focuses on peer-to-peer educa-
tion, prevention, and advocacy to promote healthy and 
safe decision-making. 
 
To learn more about SADD or to collaborate, Blossom 
can be reached at bthao@sadd.org. 
 

 

Click HERE to view 

and share the summer 

Driving Tips. 

mailto:edwin.d.finnegan@maine.gov
mailto:bthao@sadd.org
https://www.nhtsa.gov/summer-driving-tips


 

TSRP Talk with Scot Mattox 
 

Cannabis Use Violations and Highway Safety 
 

Since the legalization of recreational marijuana pursuant to the Maine Marijuana Legalization Act of 2016, 

cannabis use has evolved rapidly. Besides the obvious increase in social acceptance, availability, and public 

use, the cannabis manufacturing industry has metamorphosized the once natural plant into a wide variety of 

products that have multiple ingestion methods, sky-high levels of THC, and a drug purity not previously 

seen.  

 

Cannabis connoisseurs can get pre-rolls, edibles, concentrates, creams, tinctures, various beverages, and 

more. Professional dispensaries now genetically modify and process the flower so that the cannabinoids 

inside, especially THC, better facilitate the experiences that users want, and prevent much of what they 

don’t want – things the Woodstock generation could only dream of! 

 

Likewise, the laws regulating this new influx of products have been in a state of flux since 2016. To get the 

full picture of cannabis regulatory schemes you’d have to look in three different places to start: (1) The 

Maine Criminal Code. 17-A M.R.S.; (2) Adult Use Cannabis 28-B M.R.S.; (3) and the Maine Medical Use of 
(Continued on page 8) 

 The Bureau of Highway Safety 

Coordinators 
 Cont. 

The Bureau of Highway Safety welcomes a  new  

Highway Safety Coordinator, Tracy Johnson. 

 
A long-time Maine resident, joining the Bureau of 
Highway Safety after nearly 30 years in public ed-
ucation, most recently a technology integrator in 
the Midcoast area. Has worked with students K-
12; the majority of experience is with middle and 
high school levels. Enjoys exploring Maine and 
traveling with her family, which includes her hus-
band and two children (a recent college grad and a 
sophomore at Ole Miss). Is an avid sports enthusiast 
and particularly loves golf and ice hockey. 

FY2025 Grant applications are 

open.  In order to qualify for any of 

these opportunities, you must at-

tend one of the following virtual 

workshops. 

 
July 25, 2024 - 1:00pm to 4:00pm  

July 31, 2024 - 9:00am to Noon  

 

RSVP@ bhsgrant.mdps@maine.gov  

 



Cannabis Act 22 M.R.S. Chapter 588-C. And even if these laws, are mastered by police officers they will 

likely change quickly. For example, in the last legislative session, there were scores of bills attempting to 

add to, amend, or delete, the laws regarding cannabis in Maine.   

 

Combine this process with the effects of Covid-19 and various social factors since 2020 that have ham-

pered law enforcement workload and recruiting efforts, and the result is a complicated regulatory scheme 

of a drug dangerous to highway safety that is getting less enforcement than ever before.  

 

This article is a deep dive into all the laws surrounding cannabis use in Maine. While these laws are com-

plicated and disorganized, there are a few fundamental concepts regarding cannabis use, possession, trans-

fer, and transportation that law enforcement can depend upon to use for any traffic safety violation that 

involves cannabis. Whether it’s for establishing reasonable and articulable suspicion (RAS) for a traffic stop 

or building probable cause (PC) for an arrest, this article reviews those, and other related concepts, to 

suggest common cannabis use violations that every police officer needs to know.  

 

Let’s start with the basics:  

 

Continue reading and view the full page quick reference guide below:  

https://www.maine.gov/dps/bhs/law-enforcement/traffic-safety-resource-prosecutors#RelevantArticlesandEssays 
 

(Continued from page 7) 

TSRP Talk with Scot Mattox Cont. 

https://www.maine.gov/dps/bhs/law-enforcement/traffic-safety-resource-prosecutors#RelevantArticlesandEssays


Community Resource Page 

 

  About 

  Maine 
 

 
In partnership with the Maine Bureau of Highway Safety, Choices Matter is a life 
changing in-school program using personal stories and interactive materials to inspire 
students to make the right choices both behind the wheel and in life.  Please contact 
Hillari Morgan for more information. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Are the 100 Deadliest Days and What Can You Do to Make them Saf-

er? 

 
The 100 days between Memorial Day and Labor Day, referred to as the 100 dead-
liest days, are nationally known as the most dangerous time for teen drivers. 
Studies by AAA indicate a sharp increase in fatal crashes with teen drivers behind 
the wheel. According to the CDC, teen drivers are three times more likely to be in-
volved in a fatal car crash during this period. 

That’s why the National Road Safety Foundation has teamed up with other safety 
and youth-based organizations to make this the 100 Safest Days of Summer and 
to stop these preventable crashes from happening. 

Car crashes are the leading cause of death for American teens. And, during the 100 Deadliest Days, teens are 20% more 

likely to be involved in a fatal crash than they are during the rest of the year. 

What makes this period so dangerous? And what can we do to make the 

100 Deadliest Days safer? 
There are several reasons why teen fatalities increase during the 100 Deadliest 
Days. 

School is out and teens are spending more time behind the wheel. 

The inexperience of teen drivers. Teenage drivers are almost three times as 
likely as older drivers to get in a car crash (based on miles driven, according to the 
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety). 

Distracted driving accounts for 60% of teen crashes. Distraction includes but is 
not limited to multiple passengers, phones, and eating/drinking. 

Speeding is another factor. 35% men 15-20 years old who were driving, speed-
ing, and involved in fatal crashes in 2022. Of female drivers involved in fatal crash-
es, 17% were speeding. 

Drunk driving. Even though the national drinking age is 21, some teens still drink 

(Continued on page 11) 



and drive. In 2022, 30% of young drivers 
15 to 20 years old who were killed in 
crashes had BACs of .01 g/dL or higher. 

What You Can Do to Make the 100 

Deadliest Days Safer 
The good news is that there are many 
ways to make the roads safer during the 
busy summer season. Parents play a vi-
tal role, and we encourage them to be 
involved in their teen's driving habits. 

Driver Safety Tips for Teens 

• Piling passengers in your vehicle is 
not only distracting, but in most 
states, it's against the law. Follow the 
speed limit, pay attention to all road 
signs and traffic signals, and don’t fol-
low the car in front of you too closely. 

• Always wear your seatbelt. The CDC 
reports that “seat belts reduce the 
risk of death by 45%, and cut the risk 
of serious injury by 50%.” 

• Don’t drink and drive. Ever. 
• Get plenty of rest before getting be-

hind the wheel. Every year, around 
100,000 incidents of drowsy driving 
are reported, resulting in over 50,000 
injuries. 

Focus on the road. Minimizing your dis-

tractions will ensure a safer ride! 

Driver Safety Tips for Parents 

• Talk to your teens. Explain the seri-
ousness of the 100 Deadliest Days, 

and make sure your teen under-
stands the rules (number of passen-
gers allowed, curfew, zero-tolerance 
on texting while driving, etc). 

• Model good driving behavior. You 
know children do what you do, not 
what you say. Teach them to be good 
drivers by being a good driver your-
self. 

 
Consider a defensive driving course. Did 
you know that hands at “10 and 2” is no 
longer considered the proper driving po-
sition? Safe driving recommendations 
may have changed since you completed 
driver’s ed. A refresher course with up-to
-date driving techniques will make you a 
safer driver and a better example to 
young drivers. 

(Continued from page 10) 

https://www.maine.gov/dps/sites/maine.gov.dps/files/inline-files/Maine OUI Guide July 2023_0.pdf


 

Law Enforcement Agencies mark you calendars  July 26, 2024 for this NHTSA Region 1through 4 speed 

enforcement detail.  Law Enforcement Agencies from Maine to Florida will be focused on a 24-hour speed 

campaign on the I95 corridor.   New England states will use the “Slow Down New England” tag line to broad-

en the speed enforcement efforts to all roadways, not just I95.    

July 26 

2024 

From 

0001-2359 

 

Traffic Camera  
LINK 

https://checktoprotect.org/
https://www.maine.gov/mdot/maps/statewide/

