Board of Trustees

MAINE CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACADEMY

CRASH RECONSTRUCTION SPECIALIST CERTIFICATION

Specification S-21

Purpose:

The purpose is to establish the makeup and responsibilities of the Crash Reconstruction Certification Advisory Committee and to outline the prerequisites, training and application process for certification as a Crash Reconstruction Specialist.  The specification will also outline the requirements for maintaining certification.  

General Requirements:

Crash Reconstruction Certification Advisory Committee (CRCAC)

A.
The CRCAC and its chairman will be appointed by the Academy Director and will consist of the following five (5) members who, with the exception of the Academy Representative, must meet the criteria of this certification:

1. The Maine State Police Senior Crash Reconstruction Specialist.
2. A Maine State Police Crash Reconstruction Specialist.
3. Two Municipal or County Crash Reconstruction Specialists.
4. An Academy representative appointed by the Director.

B.
The CRCAC shall meet yearly or whenever necessary to consider applicants for certification as Crash Reconstruction Specialists.

1.
Certification will be for those officers that meet the minimum training and annual certification criteria as set forth by the Academy specifications.

2.
The chairman of the CRCAC shall submit the names of officers who meet the certification requirements to the Academy Director’s designee.

Certification Requirements:

A.
Experience:
1.       
Must be a Certified Full-Time Law Enforcement Officer.

a.
Currently performing crash investigations/reconstructions.
b.
Six months reconstruction experience and at least four reconstructions reviewed and approved by the CRCAC.

B.
Training:
1.
Based on a conceptual curriculum approved by the Board of Trustees, the applicant must successfully complete courses in an introductory Crash Investigation Course, an Advanced Crash Investigation course, and a course involving Crash Reconstruction.  All vendor course curriculum must be reviewed by the CRCAC and recommended to the Academy Director for approval.

C.
Application Process:
1.
Candidates will apply on approved forms and submit with required material to the Academy Director within one (1) year of the completion of the initial training requirements.

2.
An examination as developed by the CRCAC and approved by the Academy Director must be completed with a score of 80% or higher.  This exam will consist of questions that will examine the applicants’ knowledge of essential crash reconstruction concepts and formulas, and a practical test case answering a series of questions dealing with speed, time and distance, etc.

3.
Applications and test scores will be reviewed by the Crash Reconstruction Certification Advisory Committee for recommendation to the Academy Director.  Applicants may appear at the committee meeting if they so desire.  In the event that an application is not recommended by the CRCAC, the applicant does have the opportunity to appeal to the Academy Director.

D.
Maintaining Certification:
1.
Certification status remains active provided the certified reconstructionist meets the prescribed reporting and training requirements of the Academy Director.

a. The Crash Reconstruction Specialist will request a sequent number within seven (7) days of the crash.

b. All reconstruction crash reports must be submitted within sixty (60) days of the event if reasonably possible.

c. All properly completed reconstruction crash reports will be filed with the Senior Crash Reconstruction Specialist or his/her designee for professional review.
d. The Crash Reconstruction Specialist must submit four (4) completed reconstruction crash reports to the CRCAC for professional review within one (1) year of issuance of the current certificate.
e. Training requirements for updates and new information, as needed, will be recommended by the CRCAC and approved by the Academy Director.
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__________________________

                      
John B. Rogers, Director                          

Brian R. Pellerin, Chairman
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