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APPLICATION TERMS/ACRONYMS with DEFINITIONS

The following terms and acronyms, as referenced in the document, shall have the meanings indicated below:

	[bookmark: _Hlk69470153]Term/Acronym
	Definition

	Department, GOPIF
	Governor’s Office of Policy Innovation and the Future

	CAG
	Community Action Grant

	Community
	A municipal government, Tribal Government, plantation, township, or unorganized territory in Maine.

	CRP, “Partnership”
	Community Resilience Partnership

	DOE
	The United States Department of Energy

	EECBG
	The federal Energy Efficiency & Conservation Block Grant program that is source of funds for this program

	EEPRC
	The Energy Efficiency Planning for Rural Communities program that is described in this document

	Gross Floor Area
	[bookmark: _Hlk172540447]The Gross Floor Area (GFA) is the total “property” square footage, and a “property” can be a:
· Single building
· Campus of buildings
· Part of a building (such as a single tenant space).

For further information of how to calculate GFA, refer EnergyStar Portfolio Manager’s Glossary.

	State 
	State of Maine

	SVI
	Social Vulnerability Index






Community Resilience Partnership 
Energy Efficiency Planning for Rural Communities Program


SECTION 1. BACKGROUND
[bookmark: _Hlk171497726]
1.1 Application Purpose and Background
The Maine Governor’s Office of Policy Innovation and the Future (GOPIF) is seeking applications from communities in Maine to participate in the Energy Efficiency Planning for Rural Communities program as defined in this document. 
The Energy Efficiency Planning for Rural Communities (EEPRC) program is a special, one-time technical assistance program offered through the Community Resilience Partnership (Partnership). The Partnership provides grants and assistance to municipal governments, Tribal Governments, plantations, townships, or unorganized territories in Maine (“Communities”) for projects that reduce energy use and costs, transition to clean energy and make communities more resilient to climate change impacts such as flooding, extreme temperatures, and public health risks. 
The purpose of the EEPRC program is to support Maine communities with high climate vulnerabilities with energy efficiency planning for publicly owned buildings through energy audits, energy benchmarking trainings and support, and energy conservation plans.
The EEPRC program is not a grant program. A successful application will not result in a funding award. Participating communities will receive technical assistance services as outlined in this Program Statement at NO COST to the communities.
Participating communities will receive direct support from a qualified consultant in various formats including energy efficiency audits, development of energy efficiency plans, and trainings to meet the energy planning needs and circumstances of the community. These energy efficiency planning services will prepare communities to implement projects that enable significant cost savings, energy savings, and greenhouse gas emissions reductions for the communities’ public buildings. The consultant will provide each community with a detailed Energy Conservation Implementation Plan that will enable communities to readily apply for funding for energy efficiency improvement projects through upcoming rounds of the Community Resilience Partnership’s Community Action Grant (CAG) or other funding opportunities.
Funding for the services advertised in this Program Statement is provided by a formula allocation to the State of Maine via the federal Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) program. EECBG is managed by the Department of Energy (DOE) and disseminates Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) funding to develop and implement clean energy and energy efficiency programs and projects for states, communities, and tribal organizations. 
1.2 Eligibility to Submit Applications
To be eligible for the Energy Efficiency Planning in Rural Communities program, a community must BOTH:
· Be enrolled in the Community Resilience Partnership,
AND
· Be either a community with a population of less than 10,000 OR have a Medium or High vulnerability according to the Maine Social Vulnerability Index (SVI). 
NOTE: Services provided through this program are funded through the DOE’s EECBG program. Therefore, municipalities and federally recognized tribal governments that were eligible for a direct allocation of federal EECBG funds are not eligible for this program.
School districts, water and sewer districts, libraries, and similar public or quasi-public entities are not eligible to be primary applicants but are encouraged to partner with an eligible municipality or other eligible entity described above.
1.3 Cohort Size and Program Duration
GOPIF anticipates selecting up to twenty (20) communities to receive the services laid out in this document, dependent on available funding. Each selected community will receive energy planning services for a minimum of two (2) and a maximum of six (6) publicly owned buildings, dependent on available funding. GOPIF will select communities and buildings according to the criteria in described Section 2.2. 
Program participants are anticipated to be selected by late September 2024, with an expected program start date on or after October 15, 2024. The program will span 2 years.
1.4 Future Program Rounds
[bookmark: _Hlk171427140]This is a one-time program application for the purpose of providing services to eligible communities in Maine. 

1.5 Cancellation Notice 
The Community Resilience Partnership reserves the right to cancel this Program Statement at any time.
1.6 Final Action on Selection
Communities and buildings selected through this competitive process are considered final and are not subject to internal agency appeal. Any person aggrieved by a decision may pursue judicial review according to the provisions of 5 MRS§§ 11001 – 11008 within 30 days of the selection announcement.

1.7 Contact information 
Questions about this Program Statement should be sent via email to Casey.Zorn@maine.gov. 

SECTION 2. PROGRAM DETAILS
2.1 Description
GOPIF is seeking Maine communities to participate in the Energy Efficiency Planning for Rural Communities program, which will provide to the selected communities direct energy efficiency planning services via a qualified consultant to communities. These services will be provided at NO COST to the communities. (Note: Community participation by staff or volunteers is expected and is not reimbursable.) Through this technical assistance program, the consultant will provide each selected community with the following services:  
(1) Energy audits for up to six (6) publicly owned buildings within each community. Energy audits may include HVAC analysis, lighting analysis, buildings envelope analysis, and analysis on other energy sources and uses;
(2) Trainings on how to use EnergyStar Portfolio Manager (a public EPA energy and water use benchmarking tool) for relevant staff, set up EnergyStar Portfolio Manager accounts for relevant staff, and input 2-3 years of energy and water use data for the selected public buildings into EnergyStar Portfolio Manager on behalf of the community;
(3) A community- and buildings-specific Energy Conservation Implementation Plan that provides a prioritized list of specific energy efficiency improvement projects, cost estimates for each project, funding opportunities for each project, payback times for each project, and potential greenhouse gas emissions reductions for each project to prepare these projects for funding opportunities and grant applications, such as the Partnership’s Community Action Grant.
To support the consultant’s work, the community will complete the following:
· The community will select a minimum of two (2) and a maximum of six (6) publicly owned buildings that need energy efficiency improvement. Priority buildings may include buildings that have poor energy efficiency, have high energy costs, are older in age, and/or are highly used by the community. School buildings, libraries, and other similar buildings may be considered. 
· The community will select a staff liaison to communicate with and support the consultant. The staff liaison will support the consultant by providing 2-3 years of energy and water data for each building and by setting up site visits for the consultant to perform in-person energy audits for each building.
NOTE: The community is strongly encouraged to have energy and water data on hand, but if not, the consultant may be able to support staff in gathering this data.
· The community will conduct public engagement activities related to the project, such as:
· Public displays that communicate the project’s benefits;
· Public events that educate residents on the benefits of energy efficiency, electrification, and clean energy; and/or
· [bookmark: _Toc151544533]Outreach activities that encourage community participation and engagement with the project.
GOPIF staff will help coordinate between the consultant and participating communities to ensure both parties uphold their respective responsibilities and the communities receive high quality service in a timely manner.
2.2 Application Guidelines and Required Format
A complete and scoreable application for services will include the following components. Applicants should use the application form on page 13 to address each component. 
A. Criteria 1: General Information and Eligibility
Applicants must complete the following documents as part of their application:
· Application Cover Page & General Assurances
· Debarment, Performance and Non-Collusion Certification
· Eligibility and Applicant Information (see Section B above)

B. Criteria 2: Community Characteristics
Additional application scoring points are available for communities with small populations and communities with high social vulnerability. Applicants should refer to the following sources to complete the Community Characteristics section of the application form:  
· Community Resilience Partnership regions:
Region 1: York, Cumberland, Sagadahoc, Lincoln, Knox, and southern Oxford Counties (including Brownfield, Denmark, Fryeburg, Hiram, Lovell, Porter, Stoneham, Stow, Sweden).
Region 2: Waldo, Hancock, and Washington Counties. 
Region 3: Androscoggin, Oxford, Kennebec, Franklin, and Somerset Counties. 
Region 4: Piscataquis, Aroostook, and Penobscot Counties.
· Social Vulnerability Index (SVI) categorization information

C. Criteria 3: Building Identification
· Building Identification - List the public buildings the community would like to receive energy efficiency planning services. List the buildings in order of priority, listing the building of highest priority at the top. List a minimum of (2) and a maximum of six (6) publicly owned buildings. For each building, provide the name of the building, building address, and the Gross Floor Area in square feet. 

The Gross Floor Area (GFA) is the total “property” square footage, and a “property” can be a single building, campus of buildings, or part of a building (such as a single tenant space). For further information of how to calculate GFA, refer EnergyStar Portfolio Manager’s Glossary.

· Energy Efficiency Profile - For each of the buildings listed, fill out an Energy Efficiency Profile table with the building name, building use (who uses the building and for what purposes), heating type, type of water heating, and type of lighting. At the bottom of each table, provide a narrative describing any energy efficiency improvements that have been made to the building (e.g. electrification, weatherization, insulation, lighting upgrades, clean energy). Additionally list any other major energy uses that should be accounted for (e.g. exhaust fans, backup generators). If any information is not readily available or is not known, write “Not Available” If there are fewer than six listed buildings, delete the extra tables.

· Selection Process – Describe how these buildings were identified and prioritized for this assistance. Why is each of the selected buildings a community priority? 

D. Criteria 4: Current Status
· Energy Efficiency and Clean Energy Progress - Describe steps that have already been taken by the community to improve the energy efficiency of public buildings. Steps might include municipal climate action plans, energy audits in other public buildings, physical improvements to other public buildings beyond those listed in this application, or funding plans to fund energy efficiency projects. Please additionally note any clean energy projects (such as solar or battery storage) that have been initiated or planned for.

· Community Need – Describe the need for this project. Why are these Energy Efficiency Planning services needed in your community? How will these services benefit your community?

E. Criteria 5: Community Outcomes
· Project Outcomes and Implementation - Describe how the project deliverables (i.e., building energy audits, Energy Conservation Implementation Plan, and energy and water use benchmarking services) will be incorporated into community planning and budgeting. How do you envision doing the work identified by these services?

· Project Management - Describe the roles and responsibilities that key staff will have in coordinating with the project consultant. Identify the lead point of contact who will coordinate providing utility data and setting up site visits for the consultant. Describe how staff will obtain and provide the consultant with 2-3 years of energy and water use data from the utilities.

· Community Engagement - Describe specific actions that will be taken to engage the community on this project. Engagement activities may include an open house, presentations on energy efficiency, websites updates, newsletters, public meetings, etc. 

F. Appendix
The appendix may include: 
· Letters of support from municipal and county officials, local civic leaders, state legislators, or participating department heads and building managers
· Pertinent maps, imagery or other essential (brief) supporting documents 

2.3 Selection Process
An evaluation team will judge the merits of the proposals received in accordance with the criteria below:



Application Evaluation and Selection

	Scoring Criteria
	Points Available

	Criteria 1: General Information and Eligibility
· Enrolled in the Community Resilience Partnership (CRP)
· Population less than 10,000 OR Medium/High vulnerability on the Maine SVI
· Has not received direct allocation of Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) funding
· Provides a minimum of two (2) publicly owned buildings
	Pass/Fail

	Criteria 2: Community Characteristics
· 10 points for a small (population less than 4,000) community or high social vulnerability. 
· 5 points for a medium (population between 4,000 and 10,000) community or medium social vulnerability.
	Up to 10 points

	Criteria 3:  Building Identification
	35 points

	Criteria 4:  Current Status
	30 points

	Criteria 5: Community Outcomes
	25 points total:
· Project Outcomes and Implementation and Project Management (10 points)
· Community Engagement (15 points)

	Total Points
	100 points



For applications that demonstrate meeting the eligibility requirements in Criteria 1, the evaluation team will use a consensus approach to evaluate and score the remaining Criteria sections shown above.

2.4 Application Deadline and Submission 

A. Application Submission:

Proposals are due by 5 p.m. local time on Friday, October 4, 2024. Email submittals are required. Please plan ahead; CRP assumes no responsibility for delays caused by internet outages or attachment sizes. 

Email submittals should be sent to Casey.Zorn@maine.gov with “EEPRC2024 [Community/Organization Name]’ in the subject line. Applications must be submitted in a single PDF file, including all appendices. The maximum attachment size is 20MB.

Emails containing links to file sharing sites or online file repositories will not be accepted, nor will encrypted emails which require opening attachments and logging into a proprietary system. Please check with your organization’s Information Technology team to ensure that your security settings will not encrypt your proposal submission.

B. Submitting Question about the Program Statement

Questions about this program statement and the application process may be directed to Casey.Zorn@maine.gov. Include the subject line “EEPRC2024 – Questions”

Responses provided by program staff should be considered advisory and are not a guarantee of a successful application. 

Any responses deemed substantive and binding will be summarized and posted on the Community Resilience Partnership website on a rolling basis until September 20, 2024. It is the applicant’s responsibility to consult this summary. 

C. Informational Meeting

GOPIF will host a virtual Informational Meeting concerning the Program Statement. See the Program Statement cover page for the date, time, and web link for the meeting.

The purpose of the Informational Meeting is to answer and/or field questions, clarify aspects of the Program Statement requirements, and provide supplemental information to assist potential Applicants in applying.  Although attendance at the Informational Meeting is not mandatory, it is strongly encouraged that interested Applicants attend.

The meeting will be recorded and posted to the Community Resilience Partnership website. 

SECTION 3. TERMS & CONDITIONS OF PROGRAM PARTICIPATION 

3.1 Program Participation Agreement 
Communities participating in this program must enter into a written Program Participation Agreement with the Governor’s Office of Policy Innovation and the Future. 

3.2 Reporting Requirements 
Participating communities will be asked to complete a final report upon completion of the program. A final report will be due 30 days after the end of the program.

3.3 Public Records
Following announcement of a selection decision, scoring and review notes for all submissions will be public records, available for public inspection pursuant to the State of Maine Freedom of Access Act (FOAA) (1 M.R.S. § 401 et seq.). 



Community Resilience Partnership 
Energy Efficiency Planning for Rural Communities
Application Form




Applicants must use the embedded application document to complete their application. The application document can be accessed by double clicking on the icon above. 
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EEPRC2024ApplicationForm.docx
State of Maine 

Governor’s Office of Policy Innovation and the Future

APPLICATION COVER PAGE

Energy Efficiency Planning for Rural Communities Program



		Applicant’s Organization Name:

		



		Chief Executive - Name/Title:

		



		Tel:

		

		E-mail:

		



		Headquarters Street Address:

		



		Headquarters City/State/Zip:

		



		(Provide information requested below if different from above)



		Lead Point of Contact for Application - Name/Title:

		



		Tel:

		

		E-mail:

		



		Headquarters Street Address:

		



		Headquarters City/State/Zip:

		





· [bookmark: _Hlk510374961]This Application and the pricing structure contained herein will remain firm for a period of one hundred eighty (180) days from the date and time of the bid opening.

· No personnel currently employed by the Department or any other State agency participated, either directly or indirectly, in any activities relating to the preparation of the Applicant’s Application.

· No attempt has been made, or will be made, by the Applicant to induce any other person or firm to submit or not to submit an Application.

· The above-named organization is the legal entity entering into the resulting contract with the Department should they be awarded the contract.

· The undersigned is authorized to enter contractual obligations on behalf of the above-named organization.



To the best of my knowledge, all information provided in the enclosed application, both programmatic and financial, is complete and accurate at the time of submission.



		Name (Print):

		Title:



		Authorized Signature:

		Date:







State of Maine
Governor’s Office of Policy Innovation and the Future

DEBARMENT, PERFORMANCE, & NON-COLLUSION CERTIFICATION

Energy Efficiency Planning for Rural Communities Program



By signing this document, I certify to the best of my knowledge and belief that the aforementioned organization, its principals and any subcontractors named in this proposal:

a. Are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, and declared ineligible or voluntarily excluded from bidding or working on contracts issued by any governmental agency.

b. Have not within three years of submitting the proposal for this contract been convicted of or had a civil judgment rendered against them for:

i. Fraud or a criminal offense in connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a federal, state, or local government transaction or contract.

ii. Violating Federal or State antitrust statutes or committing embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, making false statements, or receiving stolen property.

c. Are not presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a governmental entity (Federal, State or Local) with commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph (b) of this certification.

d. Have not within a three (3) year period preceding this proposal had one or more federal, state, or local government transactions terminated for cause or default.

e. Have not entered into a prior understanding, agreement, or connection with any corporation, firm, or person submitting a response for the same materials, supplies, equipment, or services and this proposal is in all respects fair and without collusion or fraud. The above-mentioned entities understand and agree that collusive bidding is a violation of state and federal law and can result in fines, prison sentences, and civil damage awards.

Failure to provide this certification will result in the disqualification of the Applicant’s Application.



		Name (Print):



		Title:



		Authorized Signature:



		Date:










State of Maine 

Governor’s Office of Policy Innovation and the Future

APPLICATION FORM

Energy Efficiency Planning for Rural Communities Program



In responding to each Criteria below, Applicants should refer to the information provided in the corresponding areas of the 2.5 Application Guidelines and Required Format section in the Program Statement. Applicants must use this application to respond to all desired information outlined here and in the Program Statement.


Criteria 1:  Eligibility and Applicant Information



		Applicant’s Organization Name:

		



		Applicant’s Organization is a:

		☐ Municipality

☐ Tribal Government  

☐ Township, plantation, or unorganized territory     



		Is applicant(s) currently enrolled in the Community Resilience Partnership?

		☐ yes     or     ☐ enrolling simultaneously 







Criteria 2: Community Characteristics



Complete the table describing the characteristics of the community. See the Program Statement document (Section 2.2 Application Guidelines and Required Format) for information and instructions for completing this table. 



		Community Name

		Community Type 

(Municipality, Tribal Government, Plantation, Township, or Unorganized territory)

		Region 

(1, 2, 3, 4)

		Population

		Social Vulnerability 

(low, medium, high)



		

		

		

		

		












Criteria 3: Building Identification

[bookmark: _Hlk171494878]Complete the table below listing the public buildings the community would like to receive energy efficiency planning services. List the buildings in order of priority, listing the building of highest priority at the top. List a minimum of (2) and a maximum of six (6) publicly owned buildings in the table below. 

		

		Building Name 

		Building Address

		Gross Floor Area

(provide in units of square feet)



		1

		



		

		



		2

		



		

		



		3

		



		

		



		4

		



		

		



		5

		



		

		



		6

		



		

		







[bookmark: _Hlk171494441]For each of the buildings listed above, fill out an Energy Efficiency Profile table below with the building name, heating type, type of water heater, and type of lighting. At the bottom of each table, provide a narrative describing any energy efficiency upgrades that have been made to the building. In this section, additionally list any other end uses of energy in the building that have not been accounted for. If any information is not readily available or is not known, write “Not Available.” If there are fewer than six listed buildings, delete the extra tables.



BUILDING 1: Energy Efficiency Profile

		Building Name

		



		Building Use

(who uses the building and for what purposes)

		





		Heating Type

(electric, oil, natural gas, propane, kerosene, etc.)

		



		Water Heating Type

(electric, natural gas, etc.) 

Write N/A if building does not have hot water.

		



		Lighting Type

(LED, CFL, fluorescent, halogen, etc.)

		



		Energy Efficiency and Use Narrative 

Describe energy efficiency improvements to HVAC, water heating, lighting, building envelope, clean energy, as applicable. Additionally list any other major energy uses that should be accounted for (e.g. exhaust fans, backup generators).

		









BUILDING 2: Energy Efficiency Profile

		Building Name

		



		Building Use

(who uses the building and for what purposes)

		



		Heating Type

(electric, oil, natural gas, propane, kerosene, etc.)

		



		Water Heating Type

(electric, natural gas, etc.) 

Write N/A if building does not have hot water.

		



		Lighting Type

(LED, CFL, fluorescent, halogen, etc.)

		



		Energy Efficiency and Use Narrative 

Describe energy efficiency improvements to HVAC, water heating, lighting, building envelope, clean energy, as applicable. Additionally list any other major energy uses that should be accounted for (e.g. exhaust fans, backup generators).

		









BUILDING 3: Energy Efficiency Profile

		Building Name

		



		Building Use

(who uses the building and for what purposes)

		



		Heating Type

(electric, oil, natural gas, propane, kerosene, etc.)

		



		Water Heating Type

(electric, natural gas, etc.) 

Write N/A if building does not have hot water.

		



		Lighting Type

(LED, CFL, fluorescent, halogen, etc.)

		



		Energy Efficiency and Use Narrative 

Describe energy efficiency improvements to HVAC, water heating, lighting, building envelope, clean energy, as applicable. Additionally list any other major energy uses that should be accounted for (e.g. exhaust fans, backup generators).

		









BUILDING 4: Energy Efficiency Profile

		Building Name

		



		Building Use

(who uses the building and for what purposes)

		



		Heating Type

(electric, oil, natural gas, propane, kerosene, etc.)

		



		Water Heating Type

(electric, natural gas, etc.) 

Write N/A if building does not have hot water.

		



		Lighting Type

(LED, CFL, fluorescent, halogen, etc.)

		



		Energy Efficiency and Use Narrative 

Describe energy efficiency improvements to HVAC, water heating, lighting, building envelope, clean energy, as applicable. Additionally list any other major energy uses that should be accounted for (e.g. exhaust fans, backup generators).

		









BUILDING 5: Energy Efficiency Profile

		Building Name

		



		Building Use

(who uses the building and for what purposes)

		



		Heating Type

(electric, oil, natural gas, propane, kerosene, etc.)

		



		Water Heating Type

(electric, natural gas, etc.) 

Write N/A if building does not have hot water.

		



		Lighting Type

(LED, CFL, fluorescent, halogen, etc.)

		



		Energy Efficiency and Use Narrative 

Describe energy efficiency improvements to HVAC, water heating, lighting, building envelope, clean energy, as applicable. Additionally list any other major energy uses that should be accounted for (e.g. exhaust fans, backup generators).

		









BUILDING 6: Energy Efficiency Profile

		Building Name

		



		Building Use

(who uses the building and for what purposes)

		



		Heating Type

(electric, oil, natural gas, propane, kerosene, etc.)

		



		Water Heating Type

(electric, natural gas, etc.) 

Write N/A if building does not have hot water.

		



		Lighting Type

(LED, CFL, fluorescent, halogen, etc.)

		



		Energy Efficiency and Use Narrative 

Describe energy efficiency improvements to HVAC, water heating, lighting, building envelope, clean energy, as applicable. Additionally list any other major energy uses that should be accounted for (e.g. exhaust fans, backup generators).

		














		Selection Process



Describe how these buildings were identified and prioritized for this assistance. Why is each of the selected buildings a community priority?



		























Criteria 4:  Current Status



		Energy Efficiency and Clean Energy Progress



Describe steps that have already been taken by the community to improve the energy efficiency of public buildings. Steps might include municipal climate action plans, energy audits on public buildings, physical improvements to other public buildings beyond those listed in this application, or funding plans to fund energy efficiency projects. Please additionally note any clean energy projects (such as solar or battery storage) that have been initiated or planned for.



		



















		Community Need



Describe the need for this project. Why are these Energy Efficiency Planning services needed in your community? How will these services benefit your community?



		



















Criteria 5: Community Outcomes



		Project Outcomes and Implementation



Describe how the project deliverables (i.e., building energy audits, Energy Conservation Implementation Plan, and energy and water use benchmarking services) will be incorporated into community planning and budgeting. How do you envision doing the work identified by these services?



		













		Project Management



Describe the roles and responsibilities that key staff will have in coordinating with the project consultant. Identify the lead point of contact who will coordinate providing utility data and setting up site visits for the consultant. Describe how staff will obtain and provide the consultant with 2-3 years of energy and water use data from the utilities.



		















		Community Engagement 

Describe specific actions that will be taken to engage the community on this project. Engagement actions may include an open house, presentations on energy efficiency, websites updates, newsletters, public meetings, etc. 



		
















State of Maine 

Governor’s Office of Policy Innovation and the Future

APPENDIX

Energy Efficiency Planning for Rural Communities Program



The appendix may include: 

· Letters of support from municipal and county officials, local civic leaders, state legislators, or participating department heads and building managers

· Pertinent maps, imagery or other essential (brief) supporting documents 






