Resources to Help Local Comprehensive Planning Committees

Here are some resources for your use as you begin the development of your town’s comprehensive plan. These resources include State Planning Office publications intended to provide guidance and technical assistance, and also include information regarding the new comprehensive plan rule recently adopted. 
These are only some of the resources available from the State Planning Office; please contact the Office at 287-5649 if you have additional questions. The Land Use Team of the State Planning Office is available to answer your questions and provide assistance. 
1. New comprehensive plan rule. 

After much public input, a new set of State regulations regarding the State Planning Office review of comprehensive plans was recently enacted. This new rule streamlines the State review process and clarifies the criteria that the State Planning Office will use to determine a comprehensive plan’s consistency with the Growth Management Act. The new rule and associated material (see below) can be found on the State Planning Office, Land Use Team web site at: http://www.maine.gov/spo/landuse/compplans/index.htm.
A. Self-assessment checklist

One of the components of the new comprehensive plan rule is a “self-assessment checklist” that will help communities do a self-check for required items in a comprehensive plan. The State Planning Office will use the completed self-assessment checklist to determine if a comprehensive plan is “complete”—that is, if it contains required elements. When a community submits their comprehensive plan to the State Planning Office for review, the completed checklist will be included. The checklist is an appendix to the new comprehensive plan rule and can also be found at the State Planning Office web site at  http://www.maine.gov/spo/landuse/compplans/index.htm. 
B. Submission form

The submission form for submitting a comprehensive plan can be downloaded at the State Planning Office web site: http://www.maine.gov/spo/landuse/compplans/index.htm. 
2. Technical assistance information

A. Annotated rule

As the new comprehensive plan rule was adopted, the State Planning Office developed an “annotated rule”, which is available on the State Planning Office web site: http://www.maine.gov/spo/landuse/compplans/annotated/index.htm. This technical assistance document provides examples of certain terms and phrases in the rule and provides links to further information (such as other web sites, links to other publications, links to sample ordinance language, etc.). The annotated rule is an ongoing project that will be updated often.  
B. Comprehensive planning manual. 

This manual is written for citizen planners: the members of a comprehensive planning committee, boards of selectmen, or planning boards charged with preparing a comprehensive plan, and the many parties of interest who may be participating or advising in the process. It is part “how-to,” part suggestions for policy, and part tool box. It is available on the State Planning Office Land Use web site at: http://mainegov-images.informe.org/spo/landuse/docs/compplanning/2005manual_mediumres.pdf 
C. Visioning manual. 

This handbook describes what a community vision is (Part 1), provides a step-by-step guide to creating a community vision (Part II), and gives an example of a vision from one Maine community (Part III). It is available on the State Planning Office Land Use web site at: http://mainegov-images.informe.org/spo/landuse/docs/compplanning/visioning.pdf 
D. Comprehensive Plan Update Manual. 

This document provides recommendations for updating a comprehensive plan, based on years of experience with implementing plans under the Growth Management Act. It is available on the State Planning Office Land Use web site at: http://mainegov-images.informe.org/spo/landuse/docs/compplanning/updatemanual.pdf 
3.
Regional Council assistance

Regional Councils have extensive experience in comprehensive planning, including conducting visioning exercises, organizing effective public input/outreach efforts, analyzing data, and writing plans. Regional Councils work with municipalities on various issues, so are also good resources to find examples of how various issues have been addressed through planning and implementation efforts. See the following pages for a list of Regional Council contact information and a map of the Regional Councils in Maine. Find the regional council that can assist you by visiting: http://www.maine.gov/spo/landuse/techassist/regionalcouncillist.htm
