CHILD CARE PAYMENT ASSISTANCE FOR CUMBERLAND
DEFINITIONS: 
DHHS Child Care Voucher Program - Vouchers are funded by the federal Child Care Development Fund and state funds. The program is designed to help income eligible families in the state of Maine pay for child care costs while employed, in training, or looking for work. A parent applies for a voucher at the Department of Human Services. Eligibility is based on a family's size and gross household income. Families who are working, looking for work, in training, or attending school may qualify. Because there are limited funds, qualifying does not guarantee assistance. There are currently 86 children on the waiting list for voucher funds in Cumberland County. Voucher funds available to Cumberland County for FY2009 (October 08 through September 09) are approximately $1,582,295.
Contracted Slots - The Department of Health and Human Services contracts with community agencies statewide to provide direct child care services to eligible families. Families apply for these services and pay on a sliding fee scale which assesses a parent fee that will not exceed 10% of the family's gross monthly income (much like the voucher program). Services include full-time or part-time child care and wrap-around services for Head Start, for children ages 6 weeks to 12 years of age in licensed child care centers or family child care homes.  Because there are limited funds, qualifying does not guarantee assistance. There are currently 21 children on the waiting list for contracted slot programs in Cumberland County. Contracted slot funds available to Cumberland County for FY2009 (October 08 through September 09) are approximately $1,733,102.
FY2008 Child Care Assistance Provided
	
	
	Number of families served in FY2008
	Number of children served in FY2008
	Number of child care providers participating in FY2008

	
	
	
	
	

	Cumberland
	
	2
	4
	2

	
	
	
	
	

	Cumberland County
	
	541
	741
	147


	
	
	Number of subsidized children cared for in licensed centers/homes in FY2008
	Number of subsidized children cared for by relatives in FY2008
	Number of subsidized children cared for in other non-regulated care in FY2008

	
	
	
	
	

	Cumberland
	
	4
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	

	Cumberland County
	
	692
	42
	35

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Maine Automated Child Care Subsidy System (Contracted Slots and Vouchers)


