COST OF CHILD CARE FOR LOWELL
Child Care is a major expense for working parents.  When parents spend more than 10% of their household income on child care, this creates yet another financial strain on the family. The following chart details the cost of child care in Penobscot County for different ages and in different types of child care facilities.
Every two years the State of Maine surveys child care providers to determine the current price of care or the rate providers are charging parents in each county. That data is used to set child care subsidy rate ceilings. In Maine the rate ceiling is set at the 75th percentile of the market. This rate is equal to or greater than the rates of 75 percent of the providers in the area.  Setting the rate ceiling at the 75th percentile gives parents on subsidy access to at least three-quarters of all care or to three out of four providers in the market area.  That rate is know as the market rate and is detailed in the chart below.
2008 Penobscot County Market Rates
	
	Infant Center Weekly Cost
	Annual Cost
	Toddler Center Weekly Cost
	Annual Cost
	Preschool Center Weekly Cost
	Annual Cost

	30 plus  hours
	$173.00
	$8,996
	$158.00
	$8,216
	$140.00
	$7,280

	20-29 Hrs
	$129.75
	$6,747
	$118.50
	$6,162
	$105.00
	$5,460

	11-19 Hours
	$86.50
	$4,498
	$79.00
	$4,108
	$70.00
	$3,640

	1-10 Hours
	$43.25
	$2,249
	$39.50
	$2,054
	$35.00
	$1,820

	
	Infant Family Home Weekly Cost
	Annual Cost
	Toddler Family Home Weekly Cost
	Annual Cost
	Preschool Family Home Weekly Cost
	Annual Cost

	30 plus  hours
	$130.00
	$6,760
	$125.00
	$6,500
	$125.00
	$6,500

	20-29 Hrs
	$97.50
	$5,070
	$93.75
	$4,875
	$93.75
	$4,875

	11-19 Hours
	$65.00
	$3,380
	$62.50
	$3,250
	$62.50
	$3,250

	1-10 Hours
	$32.50
	$1,690
	$31.25
	$1,625
	$31.25
	$1,625


	
	Weekly Cost of School Age Care in a Center
	Annual Cost

	30 plus  hours
	$125.00
	$6,500

	11-29 Hrs
	$93.75
	$4,875

	6-11 Hours
	$62.50
	$3,250

	1-5 Hours
	$31.25
	$1,625

	
	Weekly Cost of School Age Care in a Family Child Care Home
	Annual Cost

	30 plus  hours
	$120.00
	$6,240

	11-29 Hrs
	$90.00
	$4,680

	6-11 Hours
	$60.00
	$3,120

	1-5 Hours
	$30.00
	$1,560


	Penobscot County

Median Household Income (in 2007 inflation-adjusted dollars)
	Annual Fulltime Care for

One Infant and One Toddler In A Center
	% of Annual Median Income
	Annual Fulltime Care for

One Infant and One Toddler In A Family Child Care Home
	% of Annual Median Income
	Annual Fulltime 
Care for

Two Preschoolers In A Center
	% of Annual Median Income
	Annual Fulltime 
Care for

Two Preschoolers In A Family Child Care Home
	% of Annual Median Income

	$41,336
	$16,068
	41.64%
	$12,740
	32.07%
	$14,560
	35.22%
	$11,440
	31.45%


2008 Child Care Market Rate
**Source U.S. Census Bureau: State and County QuickFacts. Data derived from Population Estimates, Census of Population and Housing, Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates, State and County Housing Unit Estimates, County Business Patterns, Nonemployer Statistics, Economic Census, Survey of Business Owners, Building Permits, Consolidated Federal Funds Report .  Last Revised: Wednesday, 02-Jan-2008 15:08:36 EST 
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