
1. POPULATION  

One of the most fundamental aspects of this Comprehensive Plan is the Town of Dedham’s population, how that population has grown, and how it is projected to grow in the future. All indicators point to a period of substantial population growth over the next 10 years.
Historical Trends
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The Town of Dedham has experienced substantial growth rates in recent decades. Between 1920 and 1950, Dedham’s year-round population grew at a relatively modest rate.  The Town then experienced rapid growth, growing from 374 people in 1950 to 1,422 in 2000 (a gain of 1,048 people, or 280%).  The Town’s growth rate during this period (1950-2000) was much higher than that of Hancock County (61%) and the State (39%). Dedham’s historical growth patterns are shown in the chart below and are summarized in Table 1 which also shows figures for Hancock County and the State. The U.S. Census does not tabulate Census data for Lucerne. The year-round population of Lucerne is included in the figures for Dedham. There is no separate breakdown.
	Table 1

Population of Dedham, Hancock County, and Maine

1920-2000

	Year
	Dedham
	Hancock County
	Maine

	1920
	286
	30,361
	768,014

	1930
	279
	30,721
	797,423

	1940
	293
	32,422
	847,226

	1950
	374
	32,105
	914,950

	1960
	438
	32,293
	970,689

	1970
	522
	34,590
	992,048

	1980
	841
	41,781
	1,124,660

	1990
	1,229
	46,948
	1,227,928

	2000
	1,422
	51,791
	1,274,923

	1970-80 change
	61%
	21%
	13%

	1980-90 change
	46%
	12%
	9%

	1990-00 change
	16%
	10%
	4%

	1950-00 change
	280%
	61%
	39%



Source: U.S. Census

Factors contributing to Dedham’s growth between 1950 and 2000 include the national trend to migrate from urban to rural areas, the proximity of Dedham to Bangor/Brewer and Ellsworth, the relatively large number of attractive lakes in Dedham, and the relatively low cost of land.
Natural Increase vs. Migration

Most of Dedham’s population growth during the 1990’s can be attributed to in-migration. Between 1990 and 2000, the Town’s year-round population grew by 193 people. According to vital statistics records on file with the State Department of Health and Human Services, there were 103 births and 41 deaths during this period, for a net natural increase of 62 people. The natural increase accounted for about a third of the Town’s growth. The rest (a gain of 152 people) was the result on net migration (152 more people moved in than moved out).
Seasonal Population

The Town’s seasonal population is about what it was 25 years ago, in large part because of an overall decrease in the number of seasonal dwellings as these units have been converted to year-round use. As documented in the housing section, there were 511 seasonal dwellings in 1980, a somewhat greater number than were documented in 2000 (479 units). Assuming an average of about 3 persons per seasonal dwelling unit, there are about 1,437 people in Town during the months of July and August.

Comparative Population Change

For every decade since 1970, Dedham grew at a much faster rate than any of the jurisdictions shown in the table below including Hancock County and the State. 
	Table  2

Comparative Population Change  1970 – 2000

	
	1970
	1980
	1990
	2000
	% Change

1970-80
	% Change

1980-90
	% Change

1990-00

	Dedham
	522
	841
	1,229
	1,422
	61
	46
	16

	Bangor
	33,168
	31,643
	33,181
	31,473
	-5
	5
	-5

	Brewer
	9,300
	9,017
	9,021
	8,987
	-3
	0
	0

	Ellsworth
	4,603
	5,179
	5,975
	6,456
	13
	15
	8

	Holden
	1,841
	2,554
	2,952
	2,827
	39
	16
	-4

	Hancock Co.
	34,590
	41,781
	46,946
	51,791
	21
	12
	10

	Maine
	993,722
	1,124,660
	1,127,928
	1,274,923
	13
	9
	4


Source: U.S. Census, 1970, 1980, 1990, 2000
Age Distribution

Table 3 contains a summary of age distribution for Dedham, a number of adjacent communities, Hancock County and the State for 2000.  Dedham’s age distribution differs from that of all jurisdictions shown in the table in several respects.  The Town has a larger “5-17” population than any other jurisdiction as well as a much smaller “65+” population. 
	Table 3

Population by Age Category, by Percent, 2000

	
	Under 5
	5-17
	18-44
	45-64
	65 +
	Median

	Dedham
	5
	20
	39
	27
	10
	39.8

	Bangor
	5
	16
	43
	22
	14
	36.1

	Brewer
	6
	17
	38
	23
	17
	39.2

	Ellsworth
	5
	17
	36
	25
	17
	40.5

	Holden
	5
	19
	34
	31
	11
	40.8

	Hancock Co.
	5
	17
	35
	27
	16
	40.7

	Maine
	6
	18
	37
	25
	14
	38.6


Source: U.S. Census 

Table 4 provides an overview of how the Town’s population changed during the 1990-2000 decade.  The changes are quite dramatic. There was a 21% drop in the “under 5” category, a 77 percent increase in the “45-64” category, and a 43% increase in the “65+” category.
	Table 4

Dedham Population Growth by Age Category, 1990-2000

	
	Number
	Percent

	
	1990
	2000
	Change

1990-2000
	1990
	2000
	Change

1990-2000

	Under 5
	85
	67
	-18
	7%
	5%
	-21%

	5-17
	265
	277
	12
	22%
	20%
	6%

	18-44
	563
	551
	-12
	46%
	39%
	-2%

	45-64
	220
	390
	170
	18%
	27%
	77%

	65 and over
	96
	137
	41
	8%
	10%
	43%

	Total
	1,229
	1,422
	193
	101%
	101%
	16%


Source: US Census, 1990, 2000

Household Size

The average household size in Dedham (2.52 in 2000) has been declining since 1980, as it has in Hancock County, the State of Maine and nearby comparison communities (see Table 5). In the year 2000, the number of persons per household in Dedham was greater than any of the jurisdictions shown in the Table including Hancock County and the State of Maine. In general, a higher number of persons per household reflects a higher percentage of school age children in the general population.
	Table 5

Comparative Household Size, 1980-2000



	
	1980
	1990
	2000
	1980-2000 % change

	Dedham
	2.88
	2.81
	2.52
	-13%

	Bangor
	2.49
	2.31
	2.12
	-15%

	Brewer
	2.72
	2.31
	2.30
	-15%

	Ellsworth
	2.59
	2.39
	2.26
	-9%

	Holden
	2.79
	2.61
	2.45
	-12%

	Hancock Co.
	2.62
	2.48
	2.31
	-12%

	Maine
	2.75
	2.56
	2.39
	-13%


Source: U.S. Census, 1980-2000

Household Type

Table 6 contains a summary of households by type for Dedham and the State of Maine, as shown in the 2000 Census.  Dedham has a higher percentage of family households (73.2%) than the State (65.7%), as well as married couple families (59.9% vs. 52.5%).  Conversely, the Town has a lower percentage of female householders (8.7% vs. 9.5%), non-family households (26.8% vs. 34.3%) and householders 65 years and over living alone (5.5% vs. 10.7%).  There are no persons in Dedham reported to be in group quarters.

	Table 6

Household By Type 2000



	
	Dedham

	Maine

	
	#
	%
	#
	%

	All Households
	564
	100.0
	518,200
	100.0

	Family Households
	413
	73.2
	340,685
	65.7

	  Married couple Families
	338
	59.9
	272,152
	52.5

	  Female Householder, no male
	49
	8.7
	49,022
	9.5

	Non-Family Households   
	151
	26.8
	177,515
	34.3

	   Householder Living Alone
	106
	18.8
	139,969
	27.0

	   Householder  65+  Living Alone
	31
	5.5
	55,483
	10.7

	Persons in Households
	1,422
	100.0
	1,240,011
	97.3

	Persons in Group Quarters
	-
	-
	34,912
	2.7

	   Institutionalized
	-
	-
	13,091
	1.0

	   Other
	-
	-
	21,821
	2.7


Source: U.S. Census, 2000

Educational Attainment

The citizens of Dedham are well educated. Based on 2000 Census data, approximately 92% of the Town’s population that is 25 years and older have at least a high school diploma (compared to 88% at the County level and 85% at the State level), and 31% have at least a bachelor’s degree (compared to 20% at the County level and 23% at the State level). 

	Table 7

Educational Attainment  2000



	
	Total # of Persons

25+ Years
	% High School Grad

or Higher
	% Bachelor’s Degree

or Higher

	Dedham
	1,003
	92%
	31%

	Hancock County
	36,416
	88%
	27%

	Maine
	869,893
	85%
	23%


Source: U.S. Census, 2000

Per Capita and Median Household Income 

Based on the 2000 Census, per capita income in Dedham ($22,975) was much higher than in Hancock County ($19,809) and the State ($12,957). It was also somewhat higher than that of all comparison communities except Holden ($25,047).  Likewise, the Town’s median household income ($47,917) was higher than all jurisdictions shown in Table 8 except Holden ($51,394).  Dedham had a relatively small poverty rate (5.2%) compared to the other jurisdictions shown in the table.

	Table 8

Per Capita and Median Household Income - 1999



	
	Per Capita Income
	Median Household Income
	% Individuals Below Poverty Rate

	Dedham
	$22,975
	$47,917
	5.2

	Bangor
	$19,295
	$29,740
	16.6

	Brewer
	$20,158
	$36,949
	10.5

	Ellsworth
	$21,049
	$35,938
	9.2

	Holden
	$25,047
	$51,394
	6.5

	Hancock County
	$19,809
	$35,811
	10.2

	Maine
	$12,957
	$27,854
	10.9


 Source: U.S. Census

Population Projections

In January of 2002, the State Planning Office released population projections for every community in the State. As shown in Table 9, SPO projects continued, substantial population growth between 2008 and 2018 for Dedham (20%).
	Table 9

Population Projections



	
	2000

Census
	2008
	2010
	2018
	Change 2008-18

	
	
	
	
	
	#
	%

	Dedham
	1,422
	1,679
	1,747
	2,011
	332
	20%

	Bangor
	31,473
	30,903
	30,643
	29,230
	-1,673
	-5%

	Brewer
	8,987
	9,018
	8,993
	8,789
	-229
	-3%

	Ellsworth
	6,456
	6,828
	6,919
	7,213
	385
	6%

	Holden
	2,827
	3,094
	3,152
	3,353
	259
	8%


 Source: Maine State Planning Office
The age breakdown in Dedham is expected to become much older. Based on SPO’s projections by age cohort, all age categories are expected to grow. The biggest gain will come in the “65 and over” category (70%), followed by a much smaller gain in the “45-64” category (17%). 
	Table 10

Town of Dedham
Population Projections by Age Category


	
	2000

Census
	2008
	2010
	2018
	Change 2008-18

	
	
	
	
	
	#
	%

	Under 5
	67
	74
	77
	86
	12
	16%

	5-17
	277
	273
	274
	305
	32
	12%

	18-44
	551
	603
	617
	673
	70
	12%

	45-64
	390
	554
	587
	646
	92
	17%

	65 and Over
	137
	177
	192
	301
	124
	70%

	Total
	1,422
	1,681
	1,747
	2,011
	330
	20%


Source: Maine State Planning Office
Analysis
The following analysis has been prepared in response to requirements in the State rules relating to the preparation of comprehensive plans.

1. Rate of population change. Based on SPO’s population projections, the rate of population growth is expected to increase. Even the “under 5” category is expected to grow (16%). Continued growth may challenge the Town’s ability to provide services, protect its natural resources and the natural beauty of the community, while keeping taxes at a reasonable level.

2. Fastest growing demographic groups. All demographic groups are expected to grow, but the fastest group will be the “65 and over” category. By 2018, the “65 and over” category will comprise 15% of the Town’s population (up from 10% in 2000).
3. Likely demand for services. The Town should have sufficient capacity to accommodate the modest growth in its school age population. There are very few services for the elderly in the community. Many of the Town’s elderly are perhaps more self-sufficient than the statewide elderly population. However, there will probably be an increasing need for services from agencies that Dedham currently supports including Eastern Agency on Aging, the Washington Hancock Community Agency, Meals for Me (available at Holden Square Apartments in Holden or at the Bucksport Housing for the Elderly). Transportation to appointments, banks, grocery shopping or for other necessary errands may become increasingly important. These services are currently available to eligible residents from Eastern Area on Aging and Washington Hancock Community Agency. 

4. Newcomers and their views. People who move into the community will not necessarily share the same views as those who are already here. It’s not necessary to foster shared outlooks. However, the Town can continue to share information about Town resources and services through the Town’s website, the Annual Town Report and the Comprehensive Plan. Periodic public opinion surveys continue to be an excellent means of gauging the public’s views on public policy issues.
5. Changing nature of seasonal population. There is very little data on the composition of Dedham’s seasonal population. However, members of the Comprehensive Plan Committee sense that the seasonal population is getting older. Seniors are often the only ones who can afford to purchase seasonal properties. 

6. Significance and role of seasonal population. Dedham and Lucerne derive tax revenues from seasonal properties but do not have to provide much in the way of services to these properties. The local economy does not depend on the seasonal population because shopping by seasonal residents is generally done in other communities. 
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