VISION STATEMENT

Dedham is a unique rural community, known for its lakes, mountains and forests, consisting of year-round and seasonal residents. Through responsible planning, the Town of Dedham aims to encourage reasonable, manageable growth while preserving the natural charm and aesthetic character as well as protecting the Town’s valuable natural resources, thus continuing the tradition of providing a high quality of life for its residents and visitors.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SUMMARY
The Dedham Comprehensive Plan Committee undertook a number of initiatives to involve citizens in the preparation of this Comprehensive Plan:

Beginning with Habitat Presentation: In early 2006, The Committee used the signboard in front of the Town Office to invite the public to a presentation of the Beginning with Habitat Program. A number of people attended this meeting.
Comprehensive Plan Brochure. The Committee prepared a brochure explaining what a comprehensive is and why it would be beneficial to the community. This was distributed at the June, 2007 Town Meeting where voters were asked to approve funds to prepare the Plan (funds were subsequently approved).

Family Fun Day at the School. The Committee set up a table at the June, 2007 Family Fun Day at the school at which information on the Plan was distributed to the public. The Committee also solicited additional members and invited the public to a visioning session to be held at the Committee’s next meeting. Several citizens attended the visioning session.
Annual Reports. The Committee prepared several one-page reports on its activities for inclusion in the Town’s Annual Reports that are mailed to all households.

Comprehensive Plan Survey. In October of 2007, the Town mailed to all households a comprehensive plan survey that was drafted by the Committee. The Committee compiled the results and made them available at the Town Office.
Green Lake Association Newsletter. In the fall of 2007, The Committee prepared a report on its activities that was subsequently included in the Green Lake Association’s newsletter.

Meeting with Selectmen and Lucerne Overseers. In February of 2008, the Committee held a coordination meeting with the Selectmen of Dedham and the Overseers of Lucerne Village Corporation to review the Committee’s work and the issues and challenges facing local officials.

March 2009 Forums. The Committee has scheduled two public forums in March, 2009, to review the draft Comprehensive Plan. One forum will be held on Wednesday, March 4 at 7:00 p.m., and the other will be held on Saturday, March 7, at 10:00 a.m. Notice of the forums will be mailed to all residents. The notice will explain that copies of the goals/policies/strategies and the future land use plan will be available at the Town Office and at the forums.
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