1.  POPULATION  

One of the most fundamental aspects of this Comprehensive Plan is the Town of Woolwich’s population, how that population has grown, and how it is projected to grow in the future. All indicators point to a period of sustained population growth over the next 10 years.
Historical Trends
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The Town of Woolwich has grown at a steady, modest pace in all decades since 1930. The Town’s growth rate during the period 1970-2000 (64%) was over twice the growth rate for the State as a whole (39%). Woolwich also grew at a faster rate than Sagadahoc County during that same period. Woolwich’s historical growth patterns are shown in the chart below and are summarized in Table 1 which also shows figures for Sagadahoc County, Lincoln County and the State. 
	Table 1

Population of Woolwich, Sagadahoc County, Lincoln County and Maine

1920-2000

	Year
	Woolwich
	Sagadahoc County
	Lincoln 

County
	Maine

	1920
	875
	23,021
	15,976
	768,014

	1930
	671
	16,927
	15,498
	797,423

	1940
	1,144
	19,123
	16,294
	847,226

	1950
	1,344
	20,911
	18,004
	914,950

	1960
	1,417
	22,793
	18,497
	970,689

	1970
	1,710
	23,452
	20,537
	992,048

	1980
	2,156
	28,795
	25,691
	1,124,660

	1990
	2,570
	33,535
	30,357
	1,227,928

	2000
	2,810
	35,214
	33,616
	1,274,923

	1970-80 change
	26%
	23%
	25%
	13%

	1980-90 change
	19%
	16%
	18%
	9%

	1990-00 change
	9%
	5%
	11%
	4%

	1970-00 change
	64%
	50%
	64%
	29%



Source: U.S. Census

Factors contributing to Woolwich’s growth between 1970 and 2000 include the national trend to migrate from urban to rural areas, and the proximity of Woolwich to Bath and other employment centers as well as the proximity to Route 1.
Seasonal Population

There are no known counts of seasonal population in Woolwich. However, based on data from the 2000 Census, there were 64 seasonal dwellings in the community. Assuming an average of four persons per dwelling unit during the height of summer, this would only be about 256 additional people. Summer traffic on Route 1 has a much bigger impact on the residents of Woolwich.
Comparative Population Change

Population growth in Woolwich followed the general pattern of other jurisdictions shown in Table 2. There was a period of rapid growth in the 1970’s, followed by more modest gains in the 1980’s, and even smaller increases during the 1990’s. Between 1990 and 2000, the growth rate in Woolwich (19%) was very similar to that of Edgecomb (18%), Phippsburg (19%), Wiscasset (18%), Sagadahoc County (16%) and Lincoln County (18%).
	Table  2

Comparative Population Change  1970 – 2000

	
	1970
	1980
	1990
	2000
	% Change

1970-80
	% Change

1980-90
	% Change

1990-00

	Woolwich
	1,710
	2,156
	2,570
	2,810
	26%
	19%
	9%

	Bath
	9,679
	10,246
	9,799
	9,266
	6%
	-4%
	-5%

	Dresden
	787
	998
	1,332
	1,625
	27%
	33%
	22%

	Edgecomb
	549
	841
	993
	1,090
	53%
	18%
	10%

	Georgetown
	464
	735
	914
	1,020
	58%
	24%
	12%

	Phippsburg
	1,229
	1,527
	1,815
	2,106
	24%
	19%
	16%

	Wiscasset
	2,244
	2,832
	3,339
	3,603
	26%
	18%
	8%

	Sagadahoc Co
	23,452
	28,795
	33,535
	35,214
	23%
	16%
	5%

	Lincoln County
	20,537
	25,691
	30,357
	33,616
	25%
	18%
	11%

	Maine
	993,722
	1,124,660
	1,127,928
	1,274,923
	13%
	9%
	4%


Source: U.S. Census, 1970, 1980, 1990, 2000
Age Distribution

Table 3 contains a summary of age distribution for Woolwich, a number of comparison communities, Sagadahoc County, Lincoln County and the State for 2000.  Woolwich’s age distribution in 2000 was very similar to that of Sagadahoc County, even though the median age (39.7) was greater than the County’s (38.0). Woolwich had the smallest percentage of people over the age of 65 (11%) of any jurisdiction shown in Table 3. 
	Table 3

Population by Age Category, by Percent, 2000

	
	Under 5
	5-17
	18-44
	45-64
	65 +
	Median

	Woolwich
	5
	19
	36
	29
	11
	39.7

	Bath
	7
	18
	38
	23
	14
	36.9

	Dresden
	7
	19
	38
	24
	12
	37.4

	Edgecomb
	5
	18
	30
	31
	16
	43.9

	Georgetown
	5
	16
	33
	30
	16
	42.5

	Phippsburg
	5
	17
	32
	31
	15
	42.8

	Wiscasset
	5
	21
	34
	27
	13
	39.2

	Sagadahoc Co
	6
	20
	37
	25
	12
	38.0

	Lincoln County
	5
	18
	31
	28
	18
	42.6

	Maine
	6
	18
	37
	25
	14
	38.6


Source: U.S. Census 

Table 4 provides an overview of how the Town’s population changed during the 1990-2000 decade.  The changes are quite dramatic. There was a 22% drop in the “under 5” category, a decrease of 23% in the 18-44 category, an 85% increase in the “45-64” category, and an 18% increase in the “65+” category.
	Table 4

Woolwich Population Growth by Age Category, 1990-2000

	
	Number
	Percent

	
	1990
	2000
	Change

1990-2000
	1990
	2000
	Change

1990-2000

	Under 5
	176
	137
	-39
	7%
	5%
	-22%

	5-17
	518
	531
	13
	20%
	19%
	3%

	18-44
	1,060
	811
	-249
	41%
	36%
	-23%

	45-64
	549
	1,015
	466
	21%
	29%
	85%

	65 and over
	267
	316
	49
	10%
	11%
	18%

	Total
	2,570
	2,810
	240
	100
	100%
	9%


Source: US Census, 1990, 2000

Household Size

The average household size in Woolwich (2.55 in 2000) has been declining since 1980, as it has in Sagadahoc County, Lincoln County, the State of Maine and nearby comparison communities (see Table 5). In the year 2000, the number of persons per household in Woolwich was greater than any of the jurisdictions shown in the Table including the two counties and the State of Maine. In general, a higher number of persons per household reflects a higher percentage of school age children in the general population.
	Table 5

Comparative Household Size, 1980-2000



	
	1980
	1990
	2000
	1990-2000 % change

	Woolwich
	2.98
	2.77
	2.55
	-14%

	Bath
	2.62
	2.40
	2.26
	-14%

	Dresden
	2.79
	2.63
	2.53
	-9%

	Edgecomb
	2.63
	2.44
	2.34
	-4%

	Georgetown
	2.44
	2.36
	2.31
	-2%

	Phippsburg
	2.93
	2.57
	2.45
	-5%

	Wiscasset
	2.86
	2.60
	2.43
	-15%

	Sagadahoc Co
	2.80
	2.63
	2.47
	-12%

	Lincoln County
	2.68
	2.52
	2.35
	-12%

	Maine
	2.75
	2.56
	2.39
	-13%


Source: U.S. Census, 1980-2000

Household Type

Table 6 contains a summary of households by type for Woolwich and the State of Maine, as shown in the 2000 Census.  Woolwich had a higher percentage of family households (74.9%) than the State (65.7%), as well as married couple families (63.9% vs. 52.5%).  Conversely, the Town had a lower percentage of female householders (6.4% vs. 9.5%), non-family households (25.1% vs. 34.3%) and householders 65 years and over living alone (6.1% vs. 10.7%).  There were no persons in Woolwich reported to be in living in group quarters.

	Table 6

Household By Type 2000

	
	Woolwich
	Maine

	
	#
	%
	#
	%

	All Households
	1,101
	100%
	518,200
	100.0

	Family Households
	825
	74.9%
	340,685
	65.7

	  Married couple Families
	704
	63.9%
	272,152
	52.5

	  Female Householder, no male
	71
	6.4%
	49,022
	9.5

	Non-Family Households   
	276
	25.1%
	177,515
	34.3

	   Householder Living Alone
	209
	19.0%
	139,969
	27.0

	   Householder  65+  Living Alone
	67
	6.1%
	55,483
	10.7

	Persons in Households
	2,810
	100%
	1,240,011
	97.3

	Persons in Group Quarters
	-
	-
	34,912
	2.7

	   Institutionalized
	-
	-
	13,091
	1.0

	   Other
	-
	-
	21,821
	2.7


Source: U.S. Census, 2000

Educational Attainment

The citizens of Woolwich are well educated. Based on 2000 Census data, approximately 86% of the Town’s population that is 25 years and older had at least a high school diploma (compared to 88% at the County level and 85% at the State level), and 25% had at least a bachelor’s degree (compared to 25% at the County level and 23% at the State level). 

	Table 7

Educational Attainment  2000



	
	Total # of Persons

25+ Years
	% High School Grad

or Higher
	% Bachelor’s Degree

or Higher

	Woolwich
	2,260
	85.5%
	24.9%

	Sagadahoc County
	23,862
	88.0%
	25.0%

	Maine
	869,893
	85.4%
	22.9%


Source: U.S. Census, 2000

Per Capita and Median Household Income 

Based on the 2000 Census, per capita income in Woolwich ($21,097) was higher than in Sagadahoc County ($20,378), Lincoln County ($20,760) and the State ($12,957). It was also somewhat higher than three of the comparison communities (Bath, Dresden and Wiscasset).  The Town’s median household income ($41,747) was higher than that of Maine ($37,240), Bath ($36,372), Dresden ($41,719) Wiscasset ($37,378) and Lincoln County ($38,686). Woolwich had a relatively small poverty rate (6.1%) compared to all jurisdictions shown in the table except Edgecomb (4.3%).
	Table 8

Per Capita and Median Household Income - 1999



	
	Per Capita Income
	Median Household Income
	% Individuals Below Poverty Rate

	Woolwich
	$21,097
	$41,747
	6.1%

	Bath
	$19,112
	$36,372
	11.8

	Dresden
	$18,886
	$41,719
	12.5%

	Edgecomb
	$23,788
	$43,833
	4.3%

	Georgetown
	$24,709
	$47,813
	6.8%

	Phippsburg
	$22,205
	$46,739
	9.2%

	Wiscasset
	$18,233
	$37,378
	12.5%

	Sagadahoc Co
	$20,378
	$41,908
	8.6%

	Lincoln County
	$20,760
	$38,686
	10.1%

	Maine
	$12,957
	$37,240
	10.9%


 Source: U.S. Census

Population Estimates and Projections

In February of 2008, the State Planning Office released population projections for every community in the State. As shown in Table 9, SPO projects continued population growth for Woolwich and all other communities shown in the table except Bath. The Town of Woolwich is expected to grow by about 697 people or 25% between 2000 and 2020 (about 35 people per year). The 2006 population estimate is the most recent estimate prepared by the U.S. Census.
	Table 9

Population Projections



	
	2000

Census
	2006

Est.*
	2010
	2020
	Change 2000-20

	
	
	
	
	
	#
	%

	Woolwich
	2,810
	2,929
	3,167
	3,507
	697
	25%

	Bath
	9,266
	9,184
	9,245
	8,956
	-310
	-3%

	Dresden
	1,625
	1,709
	1,847
	2,123
	498
	31%

	Edgecomb
	1,090
	1,228
	1,289
	1,499
	409
	38%

	Georgetown
	1,020
	1,136
	1,241
	1,462
	442
	43%

	Phippsburg
	2,106
	2,189
	2,322
	2,506
	400
	19%

	Wiscasset
	3,603
	3,871
	3,998
	4,484
	881
	24%


 Source: U.S. Census, Maine State Planning Office

Analysis and Key Issues

The following analysis has been prepared in response to requirements in the State rules relating to preparation of comprehensive plans.

1. Rate of population change. Over the next 10 years, it is likely that population growth will accelerate. There is a lot of undeveloped land in Woolwich that could support additional development. This, in turn, may lead to problems typically associated with growth (more congestion, increasing demands for service, loss of small town character).
2. Changing demographics. The “45 and older” age group is the fastest growing segment of the Town’s population. The slowest growing segment is the “17 and under” category.

3. Demand for services and housing. There will be a demand for more housing, especially among people 45 years and older. There will also be a demand for retirement housing, although most likely it will not be located in Woolwich. There will likely be very little additional Town-based demand for additional school services.
4. Newcomers and their views. People who move into the community will not necessarily share the same views as those who are already here. It’s not necessary to foster shared outlooks. However, the Town can continue to share information about Town resources and services through the Town’s website, the Annual Town Report, the Comprehensive Plan, and special events such as Woolwich Day. 

5. Changing nature of seasonal population. There is very little data on the composition of Woolwich’s seasonal population, but there are only about 64 seasonal dwelling units in Town. Seasonal units are gradually being converted to year-round use. People from other areas of the country that have money are often the only ones who can afford to purchase seasonal properties. 

6. Significance and role of seasonal population. The seasonal population is not significant in Woolwich because it is such a small component of the Town’s population.
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