
8.  LAND USE
Introduction

Woolwich encompasses 26,662.4 acres including 4,230.4 acres of water and 22,432 acres of land.  Roughly 70% of the town is forested except for areas where development has occurred such as Sagadahoc Ferry and Days Ferry, developed areas adjacent to town’s roads, occasional fields, Nequasset Lake, other lakes and ponds and wetlands. 
Historical Development
Gateway 1 (an MaineDOT-funded initiative along the Route 1 corridor between Brunswick and Belfast) generated a series of maps showing development trends over time. The maps, which are included at the end of this section, show the approximate location of buildings during the following points in time:

· 1894 – Woolwich is very rural with buildings widely scattered through the community. There are small concentrations of structures in Sagadahoc Ferry, Days Ferry, Nequasset (primarily along Route 1) and along Montsweag Road.
· 1957 – The town is still very rural, but there are greater concentrations of buildings in Sagadahoc Ferry, Days Ferry, and along Route 1 and Nequasset Road.

· 1974 – Additional growth has occurred, with obvious increases along Routes 127 and 128, Route 1 and Montsweag Road.

· 2005 – Substantial increases have occurred along Routes 127 and 128, Chopps Cross Road, around Nequasset Lake, along Route 1 and Montsweag Road, and especially in the triangle formed by Old Stage Road, Mountain Road, and Grays Corner Road.
Based on a review of these maps, residential development has clearly taken place along the entire rural road network, especially north of Route 1. 
According to the 2000 Census, the number of housing units increased from 781 units in 1980 to 1,210 units in 2000, a gain of 429 units, or 55%. This amounts to an average increase of 21 units annually. There have been a number of subdivisions in recent years, especially on Mountain Road.
New buildings since 2000. As shown in Table 1, between 2000 and 2007, there a total of 212 new homes, 59 mobile homes, and 44 commercial buildings located in Woolwich, for an annual average of 26.5 homes, 7.4 mobile homes, and 5.5 commercial buildings.
	Table 1

Structures Built 2000 – 2007


	
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	Total
	Av/Yr

	Homes
	15
	25
	33
	21
	37
	31
	23
	27
	212
	26.5

	Mobile Homes
	18
	7
	7
	9
	7
	4
	5
	2
	59
	7.4

	Commercial
	6
	9
	6
	6
	4
	10
	2
	1
	44
	5.5

	Total
	39
	41
	46
	36
	48
	45
	30
	30
	315
	39.4


Source: Town Records and research by Doug Hardy
Subdivisions since 2000.  Since January of 2000, 19 new subdivisions, with a combined total of 147 lots, have been approved in Woolwich. These are summarized in the paragraphs below:

	Table 2

Subdivisions in Woolwich Since 2000


	Name of Subdivision
	Date
	Location
	# Lots
	# Homes

	Fawn Meadow Subdivision
	06/03/02
	Sanders Road
	6
	0

	Fisher Meadow Subdivision
	04/30/07
	Murphy’s Corner Road
	11
	0

	Goose Cove Subdivision
	05/22/00
	Route 128
	6
	6

	Gotham Woods
	10/27/03
	Mountain Road
	9
	9

	Hathorn Woods Subdivision
	08/27/07
	Old Stage Road Section 2
	13
	0

	Hixon Hill Subdivision
	10/25/04
	Mountain Road
	5
	5

	Hixon Lot #5
	10/5/04
	Mountain Road
	1
	1

	Jim Day
	04/29/02
	Chopps Cross Road
	3
	3

	Nequasset Shores Subdivision
	03/27/06
	Route 127
	3
	1

	Old Meadow Corner
	10/27/03
	Corner, Gray Corner, Meadow, Old Stage
	9
	8

	Old Meadow Corner Phase  II
	07/28/08
	Corner Old Stage Rd & Meadow Road
	7
	2

	Orchard Shores Subdivision
	04/28/03
	George Wright Road
	14
	9

	Pasture Subdivision
	04/30/07
	Murphy’s Corner Road
	10
	1

	Pine Meadow Subdivision
	01/30/00
	Norway Drive (off Chopps Cross Road)
	14
	9

	Pine Meadow Phase  II
	11/26/07
	Off Chopps Cross Rd (off Norway Drive)
	13
	0

	Sanders North Subdivision
	01/30/06
	Sanders Road
	9
	1

	Sanders South Subdivision
	08/29/05
	Sanders Road
	4**
	2

	Stagecoach Road Phase II
	09/30/02
	Old State Road Section 2
	7
	7

	Stagecoach Road Phase III
	07/25/05
	Old State Road Section 2
	3
	2

	Total
	
	
	141
	66


*includes division of Lot 5 by David Gamache

** plus duplex on lot B

Source: Town Records and research by Doug Hardy

Factors Affecting Future Development

Gateway 1 forecasts continued growth along the Route 1 corridor for the period 2005 through 2030. Highlights of study efforts to date have implications for growth in Woolwich. In the future:
· Jobs: BIW becomes stabilized, BNAS recovers most jobs, tourism and retirees continue to grow, tech jobs increase, lobstering drops but remains stable, other long-standing industries shrink. In the immediate area, Brunswick has the highest number of additional jobs (3,300), while Woolwich has the highest percentage growth (203%). 
· Housing: Locals move inland, replaced by early retirees and affluent buyers along the coast. Brunswick has the highest numerical growth in housing units (2,560), while Woolwich has the highest percentage growth (47% - this translates into about 25 housing units per year).
· Tax Base: Property taxes remain high, low density development continues.

· Transportation: The Wiscasset bypass is built, there is limited expansion in bus and transit, no new public highways are built. Most of Route 1 in Woolwich continues to be a limited access highway.
Forestry

Over 70% of the land area of Woolwich is forested. As stated in the 1991 Comprehensive Plan:

“The largest area of forest is in mixed stands comprised of both softwood (coniferous) and hardwood (broad-leafed deciduous) species. Typical species in these stands include white pine, red maple and northern red oak, although balsam fir, hemlock and paper birch are important components.”

“The forests of Woolwich help maintain a steady supply of water, provide significant wildlife habitat, enhance visual character, and are used extensively for recreation. Less apparent, forests also provide air quality and climatological benefits.”

In 2006, there were 51 parcels of land, amounting to 2,490 acres, enrolled in the Tree Growth Tax program. Land that is registered under this program receives favorable tax status and may be less likely to be converted to other uses.

There have been a number of timber harvesting operations in the community since 1991, as indicated in the table below (information obtained from the Maine Forest Service did not include information for 1992).
	Table 3

Summary of Timber Harvest Information

Town of Woolwich

	Year
	Selection

Harvest

Acres
	Shelterwood Harvest, Acres
	Clearcut Harvest, Acres
	Total Harvest, Acres
	Changes of land Use, Acres
	Number of Timber Harvests

	1991
	136
	-
	3
	139
	4
	9

	1992
	190
	-
	4
	194
	3
	14

	1993
	202
	1
	-
	203
	38
	12

	1994
	420
	-
	30
	450
	10
	24

	1995
	324
	-
	12
	336
	-
	18

	1996
	342
	1
	8
	351
	8
	15

	1997
	118
	53
	1
	172
	1
	13

	1998
	268
	80
	-
	348
	4
	17

	1999
	222
	70
	-
	292
	4
	14

	2000
	330
	36
	-
	366
	14
	12

	2001
	186
	-
	-
	186
	56
	8

	2003
	356
	10
	-
	366
	32
	6

	2004
	313
	90
	-
	403
	8
	13

	2005
	143
	-
	-
	143
	29
	11

	2006
	62
	-
	-
	62
	4
	6

	Total
	3,612
	341
	58
	4,011
	215
	192


Source: Maine Forest Service

Agriculture

There are a few areas of prime farmland soils located in the extreme northwest corner of the town, as shown on the Agricultural Resources map at the end of this section of the plan. Almost half of the land area of Woolwich, mostly located north of Route 1, consists of farmland of statewide importance. 
The 1991 Comprehensive Plan provided an overview of agriculture in Woolwich that is still relevant today:

 “Land in agricultural use enhances wildlife habitat. It contributes greatly to open space values. It provides the public with a source of fresh, locally grown food, giving the area some small measure of food independence. And it contributes substantially to the rural and visual character of the town.”

“For commercial agriculture to thrive, it must be profitable. While some agriculture persists in Woolwich, its profitability is low. Most existing farms depend on outside sources of capital to support their operation and most require off-farm sources of income to support farm families.”

“The value of the town’s land for development far outstrips its value for agriculture. This not only encourages the sale of agricultural land, but it prices agricultural land beyond the reach of those who would otherwise attempt to farm it.”
The Comprehensive Plan Committee identified a number of small farms in Woolwich including:
1. Two Sisters Farm

2. Swango Farm (Route 128)

3. Longview Farm (George Wright Road)

4. Kennebec Morgan Horse Farm (Phipps Point Road)

5. Gallant Farm (Temple Road)

6. Stoebe Farm (Chopps Cross Road)

7. Romney Ridge Farm (Meadow Road)

8. Leeman Farm (Hockomock Road)

Historic and Archaeological Resources

The following is a summary of historical and archaeological sites in Woolwich, based on information obtained from the Maine Historic Preservation Commission (MHPC).

Prehistoric Archaeological Sites. There are 14 known sites, including at least four sites that are likely eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Professional archaeological surveys have been limited to portions of Montsweag Bay shoreline and the Nequasset Brook shoreline, and a power line survey in the northeast corner of the town.

The MHPC states that there is a need for further survey, inventory and analysis of the Kennebec River shore (coastal zone), and Nequasset Brook and Lake. In addition, the Hockomock-Montsweag Bay shoreline surveys need completion.

Historic Archaeological Sites. There are many historic archaeological sites in Woolwich, as summarized in the table below:

	Table 4

Historic Archaeological Sites

	MHPC #
	Site
	Description
	Year

	ME-495-001
	Richard Hammond House
	English trading post and domestic
	1648-1676; possibly as late as 1689

	ME-495-002
	Fort Job Lewis
	English military, blockhouse
	1714?

	ME-495-003
	Tannery
	American industrial, tannery
	1800-c. 1920(?)

	ME-495-004
	Corliss Pottery
	American industrial, pottery
	1820-c. 1896

	ME-495-005
	Harnden Blockhouse
	English military, blockhouse
	1700-c. 1750

	ME-495-006
	Crow Point Brickyard
	American brickyard
	1880-c. 1910

	ME-495-007
	MacCarthy Brickyard
	American brickyard
	1880-c. 1910

	ME-495-008
	Harnden Brickyard
	American brickyard
	1880-c. 1910

	ME-495-008
	Hunnewell Brickyard
	American brickyard
	1880-c. 1910

	ME-495-010
	Bailey Brickyard
	American brickyard
	1880-c. 1910

	ME-495-011
	Soule Brickyard
	American brickyard
	1880-c. 1910

	ME-495-012
	Shaw Brickyard
	American brickyard
	1880-c. 1910

	ME-495-013
	Tappan’s Mill & Landing
	American mill and landing
	1750-c. 1800

	ME-495-014
	Phips’ Birthplace
	Anglo-American domestic
	1650-c.1676

	ME-495-015
	Hockomock Island #1
	American mill, tidal mill & domestic
	

	ME-495-016
	Hockomock Island #2
	Unidentified domestic
	

	ME-495-017
	Day’s Ferry Ferryhouse
	English toll house
	

	ME-495-018
	Hammond’s Tenant’s
	English farmstead
	1650-1676

	ME-495-019
	Towesic Neck
	English settlement
	1650-1689

	ME-495-020
	Phip’s Point #1
	American bridge and toll house
	

	ME-495-021
	Phip’s Point #2
	American mill
	

	ME-495-022
	Burnt Jacket Tide Mill
	American mill, tidal mill
	

	ME-495-023
	Jackson
	English trading post
	1700

	ME-495-025
	Unidentified dam
	Anglo-American dam
	unknown

	ME-495-026
	Bridge remains
	Anglo-American bridge
	unknown

	ME-495-027
	Unidentified dam
	Anglo-American dam
	unknown

	ME-495-028
	Reed Wharf
	Unidentified wharf
	1770-c.1870

	ME-495-029
	Nathaniel Thwing House
	Anglo-American farmstead, cemetery
	1754-present


A great deal of both reconnaissance and intensive level survey has been conducted over the years, mostly by the Maine Historic Preservation Commission. However, a number of the 17th century sites listed above are known only from documents and need to be located in the field. The MHPC suggests that additional reconnaissance work focus on the lower Nequasset from the falls southward. Additional survey work could focus on agricultural, residential and industrial sites relating to later, 18th and 19th century occupation.
Historic Buildings. The following properties are listed in the National Register of Historic Places:


Day’s Ferry Historic District


Woolwich Town House, Old Stage and Dana Mills Roads


Lt. Richard Hathorn House, Route 127


Robert Reed House, Junction of Route 128 and Chop Point Road

MHPC states that a comprehensive survey of Woolwich’s above-ground historic resources needs to be conducted in order to identify other properties which may be eligible for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places.

Land Use Regulation 
Land use ordinances serve to provide a balance between public interests and private property rights. The courts have said that land use regulations must be reasonable and must be applied fairly and impartially. The following is a summary of several Woolwich ordinances.
1.
Woolwich Planning Ordinance. Woolwich has a Planning Ordinance that regulates all land use in the community:


Districts

Residential Districts. There are four residential districts that allow year-round or seasonal dwellings, home occupations, churches, schools, hospitals, nursing homes, multiple dwellings, cluster dwellings, municipal buildings and subdivisions:
· Sagadahoc Ferry – this residential district extends along Route 127 north of Route 1 to the Kennebec River except for a narrow strip of General Purpose District along Route 127 and south of Route 1 except for a small are of Rural District along the Kennebec.

· Day’s Ferry – this residential district extends along Route 128 for about a mile north of the Route 127/128 intersection.
· Nequasset – this residential district extends along both sides of George Wright Road up to Route 1, along both side of Barley Neck Road for about a mile and a half south of George Wright Road, and along the north side of Route 1 from about a quarter mile south of Nequasset Road to about Shaw Road.
· Montsweag – this residential district extends along both sides of Montsweag Road, a portion of Phipps Point Road  (about ¾ mile south of Murphys Corner), and both sides of Murphys Corner Road (from Murphys Corner west about a mile). 
General Purpose District. This district allows uses that are permitted in the other districts, as well as business, industrial and recreational uses, and mobile home parks. It extends along both sides of Route 127 north of Route 1 for about a mile, along both sides of Route 1 to Back River marsh, along the north side of Route 1 to the railroad (between Back River marsh and an area just south of Nequasset Road), and along both sides of Route 1 between Shaw Road and the Wiscasset town line.
Rural District. This district allows mobile homes and dwellings, as well as all uses permitted in the shorelands and other areas of the Residential and Resource Protection Districts. It applies to about 80% of the town not otherwise zoned Residential, General Purpose or Resource Protection.
Resource Protection District. This district allows harvesting of wild crops, non-intensive recreational uses, wildlife management, forestry, agriculture and aquaculture, public facilities for educational, scientific or nature study purposes, non-residential structures accessory to permitted uses, and single family dwellings and accessory uses if the site in question does not meet the criteria for inclusion in the Resource Protection District. It applies to a number of areas shown on the Town of Woolwich General Zoning Map.
Summary of Dimensional Requirements
	Table 5

Summary of Dimensional Requirements

	
	Residential Districts
	General Purpose Dist
	Rural 

District
	Resource

Protection

	Lot Size Requirement
	1 acre
	1 acre
	1.5 acres
	1 acre

	Road Frontage
	150 Ft.
	150 Ft. Res.

100 Ft. Bus.
	200 Ft.
	150 Ft.

	Setback from R.O.W.
	25 Ft.
	50 Ft. Bus.
	50 Ft. Bus.
	25 Ft.

	Setback from lot line
	20 Ft
	20 Ft
	20 Ft
	20 Ft

	Shore Frontage
	200 Ft.
	200 Ft.
	200 Ft.
	200 Ft.

	Shore Setback
	100 Ft
	100 Ft
	100 Ft
	100 Ft


Growth-Related Issues

Ordinance provisions that may have to be addressed in order to have an effective growth management program include:

· There are no provisions to reduce dimensional requirements in areas served by public water;

· Current lot size requirements in Nequasset may be too large to permit compact, village-type development;

· Clustered residential developments require a minimum of 20 acres (a smaller requirement would encourage more innovative developments);

· The ordinance appears to allow mobile home parks in all districts except Resource Protection and shoreland areas (many areas of town may not be suitable for the higher densities allowed by state law for mobile home parks);

· There are no standards for mobile home parks; and

· The lot size and frontage requirements for multiple dwellings are not clearly stated, (if the town requires that lot size and frontage be multiplied by the number of proposed units, it effectively prohibits them).
2.
Site Plan Review Ordinance. The Town of Woolwich has a Site Plan Review Ordinance that applies to:

· New construction or enlargement of commercial buildings

· Conversion of a residential use to a non-residential use

· Conversion from one non-residential use to another
· Paving, striping, grading or removing earth materials from an area larger than 10,000 square feet. 

All such projects are subject to Planning Board review and approval and must meet performance standards entitled:

· Preserve and enhance the landscape

· Buffers between nonresidential projects and adjoining residential properties

· Filling and excavation

· Air quality and noise

· Water supply

· Relationship to environment and neighboring buildings

· Vehicular access, circulation and parking

· Pedestrian circulation

· Surface water drainage

· Existing utilities and municipal services

· New utilities

· Water quality

3. Subdivision Ordinance. The Town has a Subdivision Ordinance which requires Planning Board approval of any subdivision involving the creation of three or more lots as defined in the Ordinance. In addition to complying with statutory review criteria, the Ordinance contains detailed road and storm drainage design and construction standards.
Analysis and Key Issues

The following analysis has been prepared in response to requirements in the State rules relating to preparation of comprehensive plans.

Land Use 

1.
How is most recent development occurring: lot by lot; in subdivisions; or in planned developments? How is recent development consistent with the community’s vision?

According to tax assessment data mapped for the growth area subcommittee, it appears that most development is occurring lot-by-lot.  It is true that subdivision projects have the most visible impact on the landscape, but as we compress time, it looks like most development is occurring on “peel off” lots.  

2.
If the community considers itself rural, urban, or suburban, what are the characteristics that contribute to that sense? How does it fit in the regional context?

Woolwich considers itself a rural community. Woolwich depends on surrounding communities for services and jobs, although it does provide the water supply that is used by other communities.

3.
Is recent development occurring predominantly within or adjacent to traditional settlements or expanding into rural areas?  

Development has been occurring in traditional settlements such as Days Ferry, in small developments, and along the town’s rural road network. The dispersed pattern of development follows historical patterns. It also points to the need for a growth area where growth would be encouraged.

4.
How effective are current land use regulations and other non-regulatory measures in directing growth to appropriate areas and protecting critical resources? How might they be improved?


Current land use regulations and lack of wastewater infrastructure contribute to the sprawling development pattern.  The proposed growth area could have much smaller lot sizes if these areas could be served by a public sewer.
5.
How do current regulations promote or inhibit development in keeping with the community’s traditional village or neighborhood character?

Current regulations neither encourage nor inhibit the community’s traditional village or neighborhood character. The Subdivision Ordinance allows cluster development.

6. 
Given current regulations, development trends, and population projections, how many new residential units and how much commercial, institutional and/or industrial development will occur in the planning period? Where will this development go?


According to projections prepared by the Maine State Planning Office, the town’s population is expected to grow from about 3,167 people in 2010, to about 3,507 people in 2020 – an increase of about 340 people or 34 per year. In the year 2000, there were 2.55 persons per household in Woolwich. If the household size does not change, the projected population growth will result in the construction of about 133 additional homes during this time period. This estimate may be low, given the level of new housing starts in recent years (25 or so) and the fact that the average household size has been decreasing for a number of years. Assuming that recent trends continue, there could be as many as 250 new homes built over the next 10 years. This may be a more realistic number for planning purposes. If 60% of these homes (150) are to be located in a growth area, the growth area will have to have at least 150 acres of developable land, based on the current lot size requirement of one acre. The growth area will also have to be large enough to accommodate a modest amount of commercial, institutional and industrial development during that time period.

7. 
What is the community’s administrative capacity to manage its land use regulation program, including planning board and code enforcement officer?

The town appears to have the capacity to manage its growth. The Planning Board meets once per month, but could meet more often if necessary. The Code Enforcement Officer currently works part-time, but hours could be expanded if necessary.

8. 
Are environmentally suitable areas within or adjacent to the growth area(s) identified for the location of mobile home parks?

The Comprehensive Plan Committee anticipates that there will be sufficient land area in or adjacent to the growth area to accommodate mobile home parks.

Agriculture and Forestry

1.
How important is agriculture and/or forestry to the community and region?  Are these activities growing, stable or declining?  Are the farms or woodlots in the community important for non-economic reasons, such as scenic landscapes, wildlife habitat, outdoor recreation, or historic significance? Forestry is very important to the community and region, but agriculture is not as important. Both forests and farms are important to Woolwich for non-economic reasons.
2.
How are land use patterns and land values contributing to the loss of farm or forest land? Most of the recent subdivisions in Woolwich have been relatively small and have had minimal impact on these resources. Most recent subdivisions have occurred in forested areas.
3.
What regulatory and non-regulatory steps is the community currently taking to support productive farm and forest lands? Are there local or regional land trusts actively working to protect farms or forest lands in the community? The Town of Woolwich is not directly and actively involved in the protection of productive farm and forest land. However, the Conservation Commission and the Kennebec Estuary Collaborative have been active in protecting forest and farm lands. On a regional basis, the KEC has protected about 14,000 acres.

The Kennebec Estuary Collaborative (KEC) has helped preserve some land in Woolwich. The Collaborative is a formal partnership between the Lower Kennebec Regional Land Trust and the Phippsburg Land Trust. It focuses on the entire estuary from Swan Island down to Popham Beach, and form the New Meadows River to Westport Island. This regional focus is a new departure from thinking in terms of town-by-town political boundaries. The Collaborative works with the Maine Wetlands Protection Coalition, which includes the Nature Conservancy, the Maine Coast Heritage Trust, the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and Friends of Merrymeeting Bay. 
4.
Are there undeveloped parts of town in which prime farmland soils are prevalent? If so, how are these areas currently being used? How are they being protected?  Most of the prime farmland soils are located in the northwest corner of town, along the Kennebec River. Some of these areas are protected by conservation easement. 
5.
Are farm and commercial forest land owners taking advantage of the state's current use tax laws?  Yes. As noted earlier, there are almost 2,500 acres of land enrolled in the Tree Growth Tax Program, and 226 acres enrolled in the Farm and Open Space Program.


6.
Has proximity of new homes or other incompatible uses affected the normal operations of farms or woodlot owners? There have been conflicts, but these have not been significant. 
7. 
Are there large tracts of industrial forest land that have been or may be sold for development in the foreseeable future? If so, what impact would this have on the community? There are no large tracts of industrial forest land, but large tracts of land do exist. Several large tracts exist in the future growth area. If these tracts were developed, it could reduce sprawl in other areas of the community.
8.
Is clear-cutting an issue in the community?  Is the clear-cutting related to normal woodlands management, or is it in preparation for land development?  Clear-cutting has not been a serious issue in Woolwich.
9. 
Do local farmers and/or loggers take steps to minimize impacts on natural resources in the community? Do local farms participate in Natural Resource Conservation Service programs? Yes.
10. 
How does the community support community forestry or agriculture (i.e. small woodlots, community forests, tree farms, community gardens, farmers’ markets, or community-supported agriculture)? There is no community forest. Citizens of the community purchase food at Two Sisters farm.
11.
Does the community have, or need, a street tree or other tree planting and maintenance program? There are no trees in Sagadahoc Ferry. A street tree planting program would be beneficial in the growth area.
Historic and Archaeological Resources

1.
Are historic patterns of settlement still evident in the community? Yes, to the extent that there are still recognizable historic neighborhoods: Days Ferry, Sagadahoc Ferry, Montsweag, Nequasset. Also, as indicated in the 1991 plan’s Finding 2, “traces of every era of Woolwich’s history since 1640 can still be found, contributing to the town’s rural, small town, New England character.” There is still significant woodland, farmland, natural shoreline, old schoolhouses, the grange hall, and cemeteries, houses, and even roads that date back to the 1700s. In addition, remnants of previous industry, such as mills and brickyards, can be found throughout the Town on private property.

2.
What protective measures currently exist for historic and archaeological resources and are they effective? Finding 1 in the 1991 plan refers to thirteen “known sites” for prehistoric archaeology, but their specific locations are not identified. There was an archaeological dig on the historic Phips property some years ago, run by the Maine State Museum.

In the 1991 plan, Map 14 identifies historic sites, buildings and areas, including three buildings listed individually on the National Register of Historic Places.

There are currently no provisions for protecting former industrial sites on private property.

For a time, the Town had a Historic Preservation Committee. According to one person who attended the meetings, the Committee considered  proposing regulations to protect historic properties, but concluded there would be very little public support. As for historic and archaeological resources, when the Historical Society gets requests on how to list something, it directs the interested parties to Sagahadoc Preservation, Inc., in Bath to get the “how to” information.

3.
Do local site plan and/or subdivision regulations require applicants proposing development in areas that may contain historic or archaeological resources to conduct a survey for such resources? Not really. Planning Board members use local knowledge when discussing development plans with developers and individuals.

4.
Have significant historic resources fallen into disrepair, and are there ways the community can provide incentives to preserve their value as an historical resource? Since there is currently no list of “significant historical resources,” it’s hard to say which, if any, have fallen into disrepair. The Historical Society Museum continually spends a significant portion of its budget, which comes from membership dues and donations, on maintenance and repairs to the building. It also relies on volunteer labor. This year, the Bath Garden Club established a “let’s go native” garden around the Museum, plantings of native shrubs and plants, which they maintain.

5.
Is there an active historical society, and does the community adequately support its efforts? Yes, the Woolwich Historical Society (WHS) maintains a Woolwich Historic Museum, which is open July 4 through Labor Day, currently 2 days a week. They used to have sufficient funds to support a full-time paid staff person but now, except for the days that the museum is open, it is run entirely by volunteers. Many visitors to the Museum are interested in family genealogy. There is a quarterly newsletter, Woolwich Times, that also goes to Woolwich Central School (WCS). WHS also provides a Memorial Day program, and, in conjunction with the Town’s Recreational Committee, a Christmas Program and Woolwich Day. WHS also provides programming for Patten Free Library’s annual local history program each winter.

The Town is in the midst of planning for its 250th anniversary of incorporation. An active Town-appointed committee meets regularly and is organizing several special events to begin in October 2008 and last until October 2009, including a school reunion for graduates of any Woolwich school, garden tour, ice fishing derby, celebrations of local industry such as alewives and the Grange, antique car show, and fireworks at Woolwich Day.
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