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This subdivision was built out at 1 dwelling unitper 2 acres. Has this protected rural 
character?
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ά[ŀǊƎŜ ŦǊƻƴǘŀƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻlimit the number of access points and 
ǊŜǘŀƛƴ ŀ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΦέ

This quote from a Comprehensive Plan illustrates the notion that people have 
equating density to rural character.  The sense is that spreading new homes 
apart will somehow preserve the sense of space that is characteristic of our 
rural areas.

This is a photo-simulated view of what a development parcel may have looked 
like a generation ago.

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƛƴ ²ƛƴŘƘŀƳΣ ΨōŜŦƻǊŜΩ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ
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This is the same field as it appears today. (In the previous photograph the 
homes were digitally removed to show what the land used to look like.)  The 
homes are on one to two acre±ƭƻǘǎΣ ǎǇŀŎŜŘ нллΩ± apart.  There is no 
landscaping, or sidewalks, or pedestrian amenities.
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Does reduction in density preserve open space?  By digitally removing every 
other house the density is reduced to one home per three or four acres±.  The 
effect of homes scattered over a large open field is still the same.
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Typical development pattern on 1.5 - 2 acre lots.
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Unknown location between Lisbon Falls and Windham.  Typical large lot subdivisions on 
3+ acres, resulting in forest fragmentation, loss of habitat, disruption of traditional 
recreation. 
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Darien Conn. has hadlarge lot zoning (minimum lot size of 2 acres) since the early 
1960s as a means to protect rural character in itsrural zone. The resultis that this area 
is fully built out with 2 acre lots with the only open spacein the form of front yards, 
side yards and rear yards except for an open space area for the country club and the 
hunt club. Rural character has been lost in much of Darien.
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Royal Meadows is a cluster subdivision of ten homes plopped on 22.6 acresof
land that had been formerly used as pasture for a horse farm. Developed in the 
ƭŀǘŜ мфулΩǎ. Has rural character been protected here?
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