





Conventional Techniques to Protect
Rural Character

Protecting Rural Character Is Almost AlwayS'
* A prnmary goal in local Comprehenswe Plans

A primary concern revealed in local land use
E attltude surveys ’ : g




Conventional Techniques to Protect
Rural Character

Response is almost invariably that Rural Density
should be kept Low to Protect Rural Character

* 1 dwelling unit per 2 acres requirement in
rural areas is very common in local land use
ordinances

DOES IT PROTECT RURAL CHARACTER?




What is a typical lot size?




200 feet

1 dwelling unit per 2 acres

436 feet

Old Field Road
Yarmouth

This subdivision was built out at 1 dwelling yrétr 2 acres. Has this protected rural
character?
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Thisquote from a Comprehensive Plan illustrates the notion that people have
equating density to rural character. The sense is that spreading new homes
apart will somehow preserve the sense of sptwa is characteristic of our
rural areas.

This is ghoto-simulatedview of what a development parcel may have looked
like a generation ago.
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This is the same field as it appears today. (In the previous photograph the
homes were digitally removed to show what the land used to look like.) Thg
homes areononetotwo actd 2 (1 &4 T & tdpaitSTRereiisino Q
landscaping, or sidewalks, or pedestrian amenities.
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Does reduction in density preserve open space? By digitally removing evel
other house the density is reduced to one home per three or four acrd$e
effect of homes scattered over a large open field is still the same
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B a it WHAT’S WRONG WITH LARGE-LOT
(2, 3 or even 5 acre) ZONING ?

Typical development pattern on 1-2 acre lots.
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Unknown location between Lisbon Falls and Windham. Typical large lot subdivisions on
3+ acres, resulting in forest fragmentation, loss of habitat, disruption of traditional
recreation.
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300 feet

726 feet

1 dwelling unit per 5 acres

Mountain Housing
Newry
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Large — Lot Zoning in Darien, CT.

o 'S
Source: Center for Rural Massachusells

side yards and rear yards except for an open space area for the country club and the

1960s as a means to protect rural character imutgl zone The results that this area
hunt club. Rural character has been lost in much of Darien.

is fully built out with 2 acre lots with the only open spacehe form of front yards,

Darien Conn. has hddrge lot zoning (minimum lot size of 2 acres) since the early
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Conventional Cluster Subdivisions

Cluster Subdivision Option Ordinances Allowing the
Same Number of but Smaller Lots Yielding Common
Open Space Adopted by Many Towns

However Conventional Cluster Ordinances Often Do
Not Protect Rural Character or the Environment

* For example: Cluster subdivision in the middle of a
farm field
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Royal Meadows is a cluster subdivision of ten hoplepped on22.6acresof
land thqt hadoeen formerly used as pasture for a horse farbeveloped in the
f I G4S .Mapyural@Earacter been protected here?
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