Proposed Tangible Benefits in DEP’s Jurisdiction:

Oakfield:

On the local level, the host community will benefit through lease payments for land, employment opportunities, the local purchase of materials and supplies, taxes paid on the Project, and, if the community so elects, an annual Community Benefit Fund payment (up to $255,000 per year for up to twenty years). A significant portion of the estimated $130 million dollar project cost is expected to be spent on development, engineering, and construction-related activities, much of which may stay within Maine. The local host community and immediately surrounding areas can benefit through construction-related employment opportunities and the ancillary economic benefits of that construction activity. There will be the opportunity for direct jobs for activities like tree clearing and excavation, and ancillary jobs in businesses that support construction such as lodging, restaurant, fuel and concrete supply. Following the construction phase, Evergreen Wind Power II, LLC (Evergreen II) anticipates hiring three to eight permanent employees to operate and maintain the facility.  The Project provides a direct economic benefit to the approximately 34 local landowners participating in the Project through land leases and easements.  On a larger scale, the Project will increase energy diversity, thereby helping to reduce electric price volatility in Maine. The project will also help Maine meet its commitments under the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI), which establishes limits for emissions associated with the generation of electricity. The operation of the Project would have the capacity to generate approximately 135,000 megawatt hours of electric generation each year without any air or water pollution and with no greenhouse gas emissions, a leading cause of global warming.

Rollins:

(1)   Landowner benefits.  The applicant states that the project will provides a direct economic benefit to approximately 30 landowners directly participating in the project through land lease and easement agreements with the applicant.  These land leases and easements will allow the landowners to gain an economic benefit from their land by providing steady annual revenue during the life of the project.  The revenue will be paid directly to local landowners with no investment requirement. 
(2)  Employment.   The applicant states that a significant portion of the estimated $130 million dollar project cost is expected to be spent on development, engineering and construction-related activities, much of which may stay within the State of Maine. The local host communities and immediately surrounding areas will benefit through construction-related employment opportunities, and the ancillary economic benefits of that construction activity. There will be the opportunity for employment in the areas of timber harvesting and construction as well as ancillary jobs that support construction, including: lodging, restaurant, fuel, and concrete supply.  Following the construction phase, the applicant anticipates hiring permanent employees to operate and maintain the facility. The project will hire locally whenever possible, providing construction, operations, and maintenance employment opportunities to community residents.
(3)  Property taxes.  The applicant states that tax payments from the proposed project are expected to represent a substantial addition to the tax base in Penobscot County and will likely make the project one of the largest taxpayers in the region. The project infrastructure will bring similar direct tax benefits to the towns of Lincoln, Lee, Burlington, Winn, and Mattawamkeag, as annual tax revenue from the proposed project could be used to reduce the local property tax burden, improve schools, maintain roads, increase economic development activities, or enhance public services.

(4)  Local contributions.  In addition to local property taxes, the applicant has offered to contribute directly into a Community Benefits Fund (CBF) within the host communities of Lincoln, Lee, Winn, and Burlington.  Each community, at their sole discretion, can decide to accept the contribution or negotiate their own community benefit through tax increment financing (TIF) or other mechanisms as determined by the community.  If all communities participate in the CBF, the applicant will make a total annual contribution of $300,000 to the host communities for 20 years.  The contribution will be divided among the host communities, at the applicant’s sole discretion, based on the level of project investment in each community. If one or more host communities opt out of the CBF, the applicant will reduce the total annual contribution by an amount commensurate with the level of project investment in those host communities.  The funds received by each community may be used at their discretion to create new programs, fund existing programs or provide additional tax relief. 

(5)
Additional contributions.   In addition to the community benefits, the applicant has made, or will make, voluntary contributions to the following organizations: the Mattawamkeag Wilderness Park, WonderJam (local music and alternative energy festival), Burlington 4H Club, four (4) local snowmobile clubs and one (1) ATV club.

(6) Energy price volatility.  The applicant states that new power generation facilities, particularly renewable power facilities like wind projects, will lead to lower and less volatile electricity prices.  The State of Maine has adopted a Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) to diversify the electricity supply portfolio, stabilize rates, increase energy security, improve environmental quality, invigorate the clean energy industry, and promote economic development.  The adoption of the RPS has resulted in an increased regional demand for renewable energy that exceeds the currently available and qualifying supply of renewable energy.  The proposed 60 megawatt Rollins Wind Project will help meet this growing demand and take an important step toward achieving the policy objectives of the Maine RPS law.

