Convenience is the Key

Want to raise your recycling rate?  Convenience, supported by education, is the key to a successful recycling program.  No matter what system you have, the easier you make it, the more people are willing to participate

Remember the KISS motto: Keep it simple, stupid.
Here’s how:
· Clearly mark your containers so they are easy to recognize.  Color code if possible.  People get confused when everything looks the same.
· Place recycling containers in convenient locations, close to the trash cans. They should be easy to find and reach.  

· Proved plenty of storage capacity. Containers should be large enough to hold everything that is collected between pickup days.  
· Use clear, easy to read signage.  Large color photos are a great way to demonstrate what you mean.

· Post simple instructions - a few rules are necessary, but the fewer the better!

These are surefire steps that bring positive results.  They work whether you are setting up a drop-off program or placing containers around a home, school, or business.  

Most Maine communities provide curbside or drop off recycling programs. Some encourage higher participation through the Pay as You Throw (PAYT) system.  This makes it the responsibility of each household to share the burden of disposal costs. The more we recycle, the more cost effective our efforts. 

Banning recyclable items from the trash is another way to achieve results, even though it may not be the most popular.  When a municipality passes an ordinance requiring recycling, residents are expected to cooperate.  

No matter what your system, it is helpful to give people a list of what can and can’t go in the bin. The simpler the information, the less confused your readers will be. Using photos, good graphics, or examples of the actual items, can eliminate questions.
All of these suggestions can be effective at helping improve recycling rates.  But convenience, simplicity and education are the basic components of a successful recycling program.  

We hope you will use the materials provided in the toolkit to help you promote recycling.  Hopefully you will find useful information to share with your city or town residents.  Perhaps you are planning to make changes in your system.  If you have questions or are looking for technical assistance, we encourage you to contact the State Planning Office Waste Management & Recycling section at (207) 287-8934.   
