Universal Waste


Most people know hazardous waste as something they do not want to have around, or as something that may be dangerous to handle without the proper safety equipment. 

There are different groups and types of hazards. One of these is "Universal Waste."  The term universal is used because these items are used by nearly everyone. Universal waste includes the family television, computer, fluorescent lamp and thermostat. Mercury thermometers and most batteries are universal waste, but not the alkaline batteries typically used in flashlights or toys. 

The most common hazardous material contained in universal waste is mercury. This metal is a neurotoxin. At high exposure it can cause loss of muscle control, memory loss, and kidney disease. Recent studies in Maine have found mercury concentrations in fish to be much more widespread and at much higher concentrations than previously believed. This means that we must all take precautions to prevent the release of mercury in Maine's environment. 

Please keep your universal waste separate from your regular trash. To discard it safely, take it to your municipal transfer station. You may be charged a fee, but in the long run, the cost is much less than the loss you would experience if a loved one became ill from exposure to mercury in our food and environment. 


