
       Although Maineõs bottle bill was 
originally enacted in 1976 to address   

litter along beaches and roadsides, it also      

resulted in a tremendous increase 

in the number of containers re-

covered for     recycling. 

A recent US EPA study 

shows that the eleven 

bottle bill states recycle 

more tons of containers 

than the other 40 states combined! Ac-

cording to beverage distributors, Maine 

has a 90% return rate! 

      Maine is one of ten states in the U.S. 

that has enacted ôbottle billõ legislation. 

A bottle bill is a law that requires dis-

tributors of beverages to encourage re-

demption of containers through a de-

posit/refund system. 
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Ten Bottle Bill States 

       Originally, Maineõs bottle bill only 

covered beer and soft drink containers, 

but in 1989 it was expanded to include 

wine, liquor, water, and non-alcoholic 

carbonated or non-carbonated drink 

containers. Most of these containers are 

redeemable for five cents, but liquor 

and wine bottles are worth 15 cents! 

 

Maine State Planning Office 

Waste Management & Recycling Program 

38 State House Station 

Augusta, ME 04333-0038 

Phone: 207-287-8934 or 1-800-662-4545 

      For more information on how to       

recycle in Maine, please contact your local 

recycling program. If you have questions 

about where to call, or if you would like 

additional information on recycling, waste 

reduction, or composting in Maine, please 

call Waste Management & Recycling   

Program at the number provided in the 

box below, or go to:  
 

www.recyclemaine.com 


